
September 2020 
 
Dear Catholic school families, educators, leaders and supporters, 
 
The call to the New Evangelization is at the heart of all ministerial initiatives within the Diocese of Grand Rapids, 
including Catholic schools and parish faith formation programs. In 2018, the Office of Catholic Schools updated 
curriculum standards in all content areas to express a renewed zeal and commitment to know and love Jesus and 
the Church. The curriculum standards for each content area addressed key understandings of Church teaching so 
that a student’s entire course of study was comprised of Catholic identity at its core. Throughout their studies in 
our Catholic schools, students grow in their love of Christ and in their understanding of the Catholic Church. 

 
Presently, we are pleased to present the Diocese of Grand Rapids Theology Curriculum Framework for Catholic 
Schools and Parish Faith Formation Programs. The Curriculum Framework is structured to be comprehensive in 
scope. There are three parts: encounter, grow, and witness. Throughout students’ experiences in our Catholic 
schools, they are provided intentional moments to encounter Jesus Christ through activities such as participating 
in Mass, receiving the sacraments, and acts of service. Students grow in their understanding of Church teaching 
in all subject areas, including a renewed rigor in their understanding of Catholic theology. They are also 
empowered to witness God’s love to the world. The three parts of the paradigm are not intended to be steps in a 
sequence, but an integrated framework throughout a student’s experience, rooted in the pillars of the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church. This paradigm leads the faithful into a life of discipleship.  
 
The curriculum framework also includes an emphasis on the Theology of the Body. Beginning in 2019-20, the 
teachers and school leaders in the Diocese of Grand Rapids have spent substantial time in prayerful reflection 
and specific formation on the teachings of Saint John Paul II, specifically his 129 Wednesday audiences that 
address the Church’s integrated vision of the human person. It is through these teachings of the Theology of the 
Body that we understand who we are, as created in the image and likeness of God, and who we are called to be 
in this life. It is with great enthusiasm that we partner with families to model the fullness of God’s intention for our 
existence and present our Catholic worldview, which is countercultural to today’s secular world. Theology of the 
Body offers an inspiring vision for human flourishing through the knowledge of God’s great love for us, inviting us 
to reject sin and embrace virtue. Truly, it is a gift to our fallen world to form students in this teaching. 
 
Developing the theology curriculum framework has been a prayerful process between the offices of Faith 
Formation and Catholic Schools. The drafting and review of the framework has involved educators, administrators 
and clergy. The final review was completed by Most Reverend David J. Walkowiak, bishop of Grand Rapids. Like 
with all curriculum revisions, an annual review will allow us to update the document to reflect what is best for our 
schools and parish faith formation programs. 
 
In sharing this document with you, we invite you to explore how our alliance of Catholic schools strives to provide 
our students with an outstanding education where they can grow in faith and grace, achieve more in school and 
life, develop creativity and character, and feel welcome and cherished. 
 
In Christ, 
 

 
Jill Annable 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology Integration 
Office of Catholic Schools, Diocese of Grand Rapids 
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Third through Eighth Grade Spiritual and Social Development 
A student who demonstrate grade level spiritual and social development -- 

3-8th Spiritual and Social Development 

3-8.SD.1 Expresses gratitude for God's gifts. 

3-8.SD.2 Shows God's love through acts of kindness and generosity. 

3-8.SD.3 Demonstrates Christian virtues. 

3-8.SD.4 Participates in prayer and demonstrates reverence during Mass. 

3-8.SD.5 Uses courtesy and respect in speech and actions. 

3-8.SD.6 Collaborates well with others. 

3-8.SD.7 Actively contributes to class discussions. 

3-8.SD.8 Demonstrates self control and assumes responsibility for actions. 

3-8.SD.9 Listens attentively when others are speaking. 

3-8.SD.10 Shows desire and interest in learning. 

3-8.SD.11 Demonstrates servant leadership. 

3-8.SD.12 Treats others with dignity. 
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Third through Eighth Grade Work Habits 
A student who demonstrate grade level work habits -- 

3-8th Work Habits 

3-8.WH.1 Applies God's gifts and talents to achieve personal best. 

3-8.WH.2 Begins and pursues tasks independently. 

3-8.WH.3 Follows written and oral directions. 

3-8.WH.4 Demonstrates organizational skills. 

3-8.WH.5 Shows focus and attention to given tasks. 

3-8.WH.6 Seeks help when needed. 

3-8.WH.7 Follows routines and procedures. 

3-8.WH.8 Chooses appropriate strategies to problem solve. 

3-8.WH.9 Produces legible and neat work. 

3-8.WH.10 Transitions smoothly between tasks. 

3-8.WH.11 Takes risks and accepts mistakes. 

3-8.WH.12 Comes prepared for the school day. 

3-8.WH.13 Exhibits appropriate confidence. 

3-8.WH.14 Uses time management skills to complete tasks. 

3-8.WH.15 Produces work that reflects ability. 
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Sixth - Eight Grade Theology Framework 
Curriculum Standards in the Diocese of Grand Rapids 

 
Encounter 

 
Through classroom and school-wide experiences led by role models of the faith, students in grades sixth through eighth grade 
encounter the Lord, Jesus Christ through -- 

 ENCOUNTER in grades 6 to 8 Report Card Wording 

ENC Evangelization and Missionary Discipleship  

6-8.THEO.ENC.1 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (John 6:35; John 14:26). Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

6-8.THEO.ENC.2 
Participation in recited prayers learned in previous grades, continuing to 
learn new recited prayers appropriate to age and becoming introduced to 
prayers that will be recited in later grades. 

Participate in recited prayers. 

6-8.THEO.ENC.3 
Lectio Divina of Sacred Scripture, including Scripture connected to course 
topics, the daily readings, and in preparation of the upcoming Sunday 
liturgy. 

Lectio Divina of Sacred Scripture. 

6-8.THEO.ENC.4 Experiences of different forms and expressions of prayer (​Forms of Prayer 
CCC 2623-2643, Expressions of Prayer CCC 2700-2719; ​NSBECS 3.1​). 

Experiences of different forms of 
prayer. 

6-8.THEO.ENC.5 
Recognition that God knows and loves us each personally and reflection 
upon the plans that God has for each of our lives (Ps 139; Isa 43:1-4; Jer 
1:5). 

Recognize God knows us & has 
plans. 

6-8.THEO.ENC.6 
Recognition that personal salvation is accomplished by Jesus’s death and 
resurrection and the gift of salvation is offered to us but requires a 
response from us to accept it (Rom 5:16-19; Rom 6:23; 1 Pet 2:24). 

Recognize salvation offered & 
requires response. 

6-8.THEO.ENC.7 Active participation in the Mass (NSBECS 3.1). Active participation in Mass. 
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6-8.THEO.ENC.8 
Participation in service learning experiences and reflection of how such 
service encompasses Gospel values and the mission of the school and 
parish (NSBECS 3.3). 

Participation in service learning 
experiences. 

6-8.THEO.ENC.9 Experiences of the unique cultural heritage and popular piety of the 
school/parish and of the universal Catholic Church. 

Experiences of traditions: culture & 
heritage. 

6-8.THEO.ENC.10 
Expression of the joy of being a disciple of Jesus Christ, and personal 
reflection of the degree to which we’ve opened our hearts to Jesus in our 
lives. 

Personal reflection of opening 
hearts to Jesus. 

6-8.THEO.ENC.11 Reflection on living as a disciple of Jesus Christ in today’s world and the 
call we have to evangelize (Rom 1:18-32; 1 Cor 6:9-11; Gal 5:13-26). 

Reflection on living as disciple of 
Jesus Christ. 

6-8.THEO.ENC.12 Reflection ​on life experiences and faith through retreats and other spiritual 
experiences​ (NSBECS 3.2). 

Reflection on life experiences. 

6-8.THEO.ENC.13 Experiences of friendship and the school community as a way of 
encountering Jesus Christ and living as a member of His Body. 

Experiences of friendship & school 
community. 
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Sixth Grade Theology Curriculum Standards 

Through the study of Scripture, saints, prayers, and virtue, students who demonstrate a grade-level understanding of the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church are able to-- 
 

 GROW     Pillar I: The Profession of Faith Report Card Wording 

SCR Sacred Scripture  

6.THEO.SCR.1 Identify and discuss Sacred Scripture as the speech of God as it is put 
down in writing under the breath of the Holy Spirit (CCC 81). 

Discuss Sacred Scripture as the 
speech of God. 

6.THEO.SCR.2 
Explain how our need of a Savior was prophesied by the Old Testament 
authors and fulfilled by the Messiah (CCC 413-421; Rom 5:16-19; Rom 
6:23). 

Explain Savior prophesied & 
fulfilled. 

6.THEO.SCR.3 Describe salvation history as God's unfolding work of salvation in all of 
history. 

Describe salvation history. 

6.THEO.SCR.4 Compare Israel's faithfulness or unfaithfulness to the Old Covenant with 
today's culture. 

Compare faithfulness: Israel & 
today's culture. 

6.THEO.SCR.5 Discuss the principles of interpreting Scripture according to the teaching 
of the Catholic Church (CCC 101-141). 

Discuss principles of interpreting 
Scripture. 

6.THEO.SCR.6 
Describe the leadership roles of the Old Testament prophets including 
their attitude toward the poor, the disadvantaged, immigrants and the 
needs of the community.  

Describe leadership roles of Old 
Test prophets. 

6.THEO.SCR.7 Identify Old Testament ideas of tithing and Jubilee debt forgiveness (Lev 
25:8-22). 

Identify Old Testament ideas of 
tithing. 

HIS Faith and Church History  
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6.THEO.HIS.1 

Explore the Jewish roots of our Christian faith: covenant (Exodus 
34:10-28), sacrifice (CCC 2099-2100) , twelve tribes (Exod 1:1-14, 28, 29, 
40), Passover (Exod 12), Suffering Servant (Isa 52:13-53:12, Lamb of 
God (John 1:29). 

Explore Jewish roots of Christian 
faith. 

6.THEO.HIS.2 Narrate and exegete Genesis and Exodus. Narrate & exegete Genesis & 
Exodus. 

CRE The Creed  

6.THEO.CRE.1 
Identify God the Father as the Creator, Jesus as the Messiah and 
fulfillment of the Old Covenant, and the Holy Spirit as the Sanctifier, the 
breath of life and fire of love. 

Identify Trinity. 

6.THEO.CRE.2 Identify conversion as turning away from sin and turning toward God 
(CCC 545, 1036 Mk 5:14-15, Acts 3:19-20). 

Identify conversion. 

6.THEO.CRE.3 Define the Deposit of Faith as Scripture and Tradition - the source of all 
Revelation (CCC 81, 84). 

Define Deposit of Faith. 

6.THEO.CRE.4 
Define tradition as the living transmission of the Church's doctrine, life 
and worship (CCC 78), and discuss how Catholic tradition and culture are 
related. 

Discuss Catholic tradition & culture 
are related. 

 GROW     Pillar II: The Celebration of the Christian Mystery  

LIT God and the Sacred Liturgy  

6.THEO.LIT.1 Discuss the signs, symbols and events of the Easter Triduum. Discuss Easter Triduum. 

6.THEO.LIT.2 Describe the role of liturgical music at Mass. Describe the role of liturgical music 
at Mass. 

SAC Seven Sacraments of the Church  

6.THEO.SAC.1 Understand the importance of regular participation in the Sacraments, Reflect on Christ encountered in 
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and reflect upon how Christ is encountered in each Sacrament (CCC 
1084-1090, 1440-1442, 1447,1458). 

each Sacrament. 

6.THEO.SAC.2 Find and discuss examples of Old Testament events that prefigure the 
Sacraments (CCC 1217-1222, 1333-1334, 1544).  

Discuss examples of Old Test: 
Sacraments. 

6.THEO.SAC.3 
Explain how the covenant between God and each person is nourished by 
the Sacraments and is present in the sacraments of the Church (CCC 
1212, 1217, 1334, 1539-1540, 1611-1612). 

Explain covenant between God and 
each person. 

 GROW     Pillar III: Life in Christ  

DIG Dignity of the Human Person  

6.THEO.DIG.1 Discuss reasons why some groups or persons, past and present, have 
been persecuted. 

Discuss reasons why some have 
been persecuted. 

6.THEO.DIG.2 Discuss and apply guidelines for using social media that are in accord 
with human dignity (CCC 2464-2470, 2475-2499). 

Discuss guideline for social media: 
human dignity. 

COM The Human Community  

6.THEO.COM.1 Recognize the diversity of cultures, traditions, talents and gifts, all within 
the Body of Christ. 

Recognize diversity within Body of 
Christ. 

6.THEO.COM.2 
Recognize the family as a source of spiritual values, religious practices, 
customs and traditions that help shape one spiritually, physically, 
psychologically and socially. 

Recognize the family as source of 
values. 

6.THEO.COM.3 Explain how the seven themes of Catholic Social Teaching are carried out 
in our world. 

Explain themes of Catholic Social 
Teaching. 

6.THEO.COM.4 Demonstrate the skill of listening - to hear others respectfully and to be 
open to the voice of God.  

Demonstrate skill of listening. 
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TOB Theology of the Body  

6.THEO.TOB.1 
Define original experience as the most basic human experiences; all 
humanity has these in common: original solitude, original unity, original 
nakedness. 

Define original experience. 

6.THEO.TOB.2 Discuss why it is a good thing that God created man as male and female. Discuss why it is good God created 
male & female. 

6.THEO.TOB.3 
Propose how a communion of persons involves the loving gift of self: 
when two persons form a deep unity by giving themselves to one another 
in love. 

Propose communion involves gift of 
self. 

6.THEO.TOB.4 Explain how man, in the image of the Trinity, learns about himself through 
a gift of himself (TOB 8:4, 9:1-3, 10:1, 15:1). 

Explain how man learns through gift 
of himself. 

6.THEO.TOB.5 Give examples of how the body reveals man (TOB 2:4, 6:3, 7:1, 8:1, 9:4, 
12:5, 14:4, 19:4). 

Give examples of how the body 
reveals man. 

6.THEO.TOB.6 Describe how the human body is the temple of the Holy Spirit and why it 
is necessary to glorify God in your body (TOB 57:2). 

Describe how body is temple of the 
Holy Spirit. 

MOR Morality  

6.THEO.MOR.1 Articulate that the desire to live a moral life is animated by one's 
friendship with Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Articulate desire to live moral life. 

6.THEO.MOR.2 Describe the three parts of the moral act: the object, the intention, and the 
circumstance (CCC 1750). 

Describe three parts of the moral 
act. 

6.THEO.MOR.3 Define and discuss natural law (CCC 1954 - 1960). Define & discuss natural law. 

6.THEO.MOR.4 Recognize and apply the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit. Recognize Gifts & Fruits of the Holy 
Spirit. 

6.THEO.MOR.5 Analyze each of the Ten Commandments as the moral guideline for Analyze each of the Ten 
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God's people, the terms of the covenant at Mt. Sinai (CCC 2056-2063.), 
and relate them to our personal relationship with God and each other in 
today’s society. 

Commandments. 

 GROW     Pillar IV: Christian Prayer  

PRA   

6.THEO.PRA.1 Discuss the role of persistence in prayer to overcome difficulties (CCC 
2742).  

Discuss role of persistence in 
prayer. 

6.THEO.PRA.2 Discuss the effectiveness of prayer in working toward peace and justice. Discuss effectiveness of prayer. 

6.THEO.PRA.3 
Identify the Psalms as a collection of hymns or poetry collected over 
several centuries and used as the public prayer of the Church (CCC 
2685-2586, 2597).  

Identify Psalms. 

6.THEO.PRA.4 Recite prayers as specified by grade level expectations. Recite prayers. 

6.THEO.PRA.5 Review and revise plan for personal daily prayer. Review & revise plan for personal 
daily prayer. 
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Seventh Grade Theology Curriculum Standards 
 
Through the study of Scripture, saints, prayers, and virtue, students who demonstrate a grade-level understanding of the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church are able to-- 

 GROW     Pillar I: The Profession of Faith Report Card Wording 

SCR Sacred Scripture  

7.THEO.SCR.1 Uncover the Truth of the Paschal Mystery as told through the four 
Gospels. 

Uncover Truth of Paschal Mystery. 

7.THEO.SCR.2 Identify the symbols of the evangelists and discuss their meaning (human 
face, lion, ox and eagle). 

Identify symbols of evangelists. 

7.THEO.SCR.3 Apply Jesus' teaching from the Sermon on the Mount and Paul's Epistles 
to contemporary problems. 

Apply Jesus' teaching to 
contemporary problems. 

7.THEO.SCR.4 Identify themes in the Epistles (community, law, grace, salvation, Body of 
Christ, love, second coming ,etc.). 

Identify themes in Epistles. 

7.THEO.SCR.5 Identify and discuss how Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecy. Discuss how Jesus fulfilled Old Test 
prophecy. 

7.THEO.SCR.6 Select and analyze Gospel passages in which Jesus demonstrated a life 
of service to others. 

Analyze Gospel passages: Jesus 
service to others. 

HIS Faith and Church History  

7.THEO.HIS.1 Narrate and exegete the stories of the kings and prophets, as it foretells 
our Covenant relationship with Jesus in the New Testament. 

Narrate & exegete stories of kings & 
prophets. 

7.THEO.HIS.2 Retell how the Apostles were selected and commissioned. Retell Apostles: selected & 
commissioned. 

7.THEO.HIS.3 Trace the establishment of the Church from the preaching of Jesus, Trace establishment of the Church. 
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through the Paschal mystery, Pentecost and apostolic succession. 

7.THEO.HIS.4 
Explain Pentecost as the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies and the 
fulfillment of Jesus' promise to send the Holy Spirit (Acts 2) and the role 
and power of the Holy Spirit within the early Church. 

Explain Pentecost as fulfillment. 

CRE The Creed  

7.THEO.CRE.1 List and explain the titles of Jesus (CCC 452-455). Explain the titles of Jesus. 

7.THEO.CRE.2 Identify the mission of Jesus as Savior of all. Identify mission of Jesus as Savior 
of all. 

7.THEO.CRE.3 Define the Incarnation as the Son of God assuming a human nature in 
order to accomplish our salvation in it (CCC 461-464). 

Define Incarnation. 

7.THEO.CRE.4 
Define an angel as a spiritual, personal, and immortal creature, with 
intelligence and free will who glorifies God without ceasing and who 
serves God as a messenger of his saving plan. 

Define angel. 

7.THEO.CRE.5 Discuss Mary's role in the history of the Church (CCC 721-723) Discuss Mary's role. 

7.THEO.CRE.6 Explain the Communion of Saints as the pilgrims on earth, the dead whom 
are being purified and the blessed in Heaven (CCC 962). 

Explain Communion of Saints. 

7.THEO.CRE.7 Identify saints who modeled social justice principles. Identify saints: modeled social 
justice. 

7.THEO.CRE.8 Understand the Magisterium as the teaching office of the Church and 
explain its role and authority (CCC 85-88). 

Explain Magisterium. 

 GROW     Pillar II: The Celebration of the Christian Mystery  

LIT God and the Sacred Liturgy  

7.THEO.LIT.1 Recognize how Jesus is the core of the Gospel message proclaimed in Recognize how Jesus is core of 
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the Liturgy of the Word. Gospel. 

7.THEO.LIT.2 Explain the parts of the Mass and how they fit into the order of the liturgy 
(CCC 1346-1355). 

Explain the parts of Mass. 

7.THEO.LIT.3 Discuss various cultural expressions that may take place within the 
celebration of the Mass (music, art, local customs, etc.) (CCC 1204-1206). 

Discuss cultural expressions: 
celebration of Mass. 

SAC Seven Sacraments of the Church  

7.THEO.SAC.1 Explain how Jesus instituted the Sacraments to give grace (CCC 1131). Explain Jesus instituted 
Sacraments. 

7.THEO.SAC.2 Identify Gospel and other New Testament passages that reflect the 
institution of the Sacraments. 

Identify Gospel passages: 
Sacraments. 

7.THEO.SAC.3 Describe Confirmation and discuss the application to one’s daily life (CCC 
1285). 

Describe Confirmation. 

7.THEO.SAC.4 Distinguish among the sanctifying gifts, the charisms, and the Fruits of the 
Holy Spirit (CCC 798-801, 951, 1830-1832). 

Distinguish: sanctifying gifts, 
charisms, Fruits. 

 GROW     Pillar III: Life in Christ  

DIG Dignity of the Human Person  

7.THEO.DIG.1 Defend the concept of human dignity based on the life and teachings of 
Jesus (Mt 9:9-13; Jn 4:1-30). 

Defend human dignity. 

7.THEO.DIG.2 Identify some basic rights of all human persons (CCC 1956), and identify 
examples of how every human right has a corresponding responsibility. 

Identify basic rights of all human 
persons. 

7.THEO.DIG.3 Compare and contrast Christian and secular norms for "success". Compare & contrast "success". 

COM The Human Community  
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7.THEO.COM.1 Identify one’s own talents, gifts and charisms, and describe and practice 
ways to share these with the community. 

Identify one’s own talents, gifts and 
& charisms. 

7.THEO.COM.2 
Examine characteristics of vocations to the single, married, consecrated 
or ordained life, in reflection of how each vocation contributes to the 
community. 

Examine characteristics of 
vocations. 

7.THEO.COM.3 Identify the call to build up community through the life of a missionary. Identify the call: missionary. 

TOB Theology of the Body  

7.THEO.TOB.1 Explain that even after the Fall, creation remains a good gift and is not 
totally corrupted; it is able to be redeemed. 

Explain: creation remains a good 
gift. 

7.THEO.TOB.2 Provide examples of rightly ordered desire given by God (TOB 48:4). Provide examples of rightly ordered 
desire. 

7.THEO.TOB.3 
Describe how actions of self-mastery free one to make a full gift of self, 
and with guidance, begin to self-evaluate actions of self-mastery (TOB 
15:1-4, 32:6). 

Evaluate actions for self-mastery. 

7.THEO.TOB.4 Explain how the body has a language: the body itself communicates that 
the human being is a gift just by the fact that it exists. 

Explain how the body has a 
language. 

7.THEO.TOB.5 Compare the filial meaning of the body with the spousal meaning of the 
body. 

Compare the filial & spousal 
meaning of body. 

7.THEO.TOB.6 
Recognize that a result of original sin is that man experiences 
concupiscence and needs to bring emotions and desires into harmony 
with what is truly good (TOB 26:5, 31:3, 31:6, 32:3, 33:1-2, 51:5-6, 54). 

Recognize result of Original Sin: 
concupiscence. 

7.THEO.TOB.7 Explain how Christ does not accuse but instead appeals to the human 
heart to be pure (TOB 45:5, 46:5-6, 49:7). 

Explain how Christ appeals to 
human heart. 

7.THEO.TOB.8 Describe what “life according to the Spirit” is and how following the law of Describe what “life according to the 
Spirit” is. 
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God leads to true freedom and happiness (TOB 15:1, 45:1, 51:5-6, 53:4-5, 
54:2-4). 

7.THEO.TOB.9 Evaluate how love, as a power, is a participation in the love of God 
himself; love is total, faithful, fruitful, and generous (TOB 127:1). 

Evaluate how love is God himself. 

MOR Morality  

7.THEO.MOR.1 Compare sins of omission and sins of commission (CCC 1853). Compare sins of omission & 
commission. 

7.THEO.MOR.2 Discuss the consequences of sin to individuals and to the whole body of 
Christ (CCC 1472-1473) 

Discuss consequences of sin. 

7.THEO.MOR.3 List and explain the cardinal or moral virtues, the theological virtues and 
the seven capital sins (CCC 1866, 1833-1841). 

Explain virtues & sins. 

7.THEO.MOR.4 
Analyze how Gospel events and parables of Jesus show us how to live a 
moral life, and relate this to our personal relationship with God and each 
other. 

Analyze how Jesus shows us how 
to live. 

7.THEO.MOR.5 Identify principles of social justice (CCC 2419-3435). Identify principles of social justice. 

 GROW     Pillar IV: Christian Prayer  

PRA   

7.THEO.PRA.1 Identify familiar prayers of New Testament figures i.e. Magnificat of Mary, 
Canticles of Zachariah, Simeon and Anna in the Gospel of Luke, etc.). 

Identify prayers of New Test figures. 

7.THEO.PRA.2 
Use Lectio Divina to examine Scripture passages that demonstrate the 
importance of prayer (Ps 102:17; Ps 145:18; Mt 5:44; Mt 7:7-8; Mt 26:42; 
Rom 8:26; Eph 6:18). 

Use Lectio Divina. 

7.THEO.PRA.3 Analyze the seven petitions of the Our Father (CCC 2803-2806). Analyze seven petitions of Our 
Father. 
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7.THEO.PRA.4 Recite prayers as specified by grade level expectations. Recite prayers. 

7.THEO.PRA.5 Review and revise plan for personal daily prayer. Review & revise plan for personal 
daily prayer. 

 
 

  

Diocese of Grand Rapids, Office of Catholic Schools v 9/2020 
 



 
18 

Eighth Grade Theology Curriculum Standards 
 
Through the study of Scripture, saints, prayers, and virtue, students who demonstrate a grade-level understanding of the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church are able to-- 

 GROW     Pillar I: The Profession of Faith Report Card Reading 

SCR Sacred Scripture  

8.THEO.SCR.1 Identify and discuss the New Testament passages where Jesus 
established the Church (Mt 16:18-19; Jn 20:23; Lk 22:19, Mt 28: 19-20). 

Discuss: Jesus established the 
Church. 

8.THEO.SCR.2 
Trace the growth of the Church beginning with Pentecost, continuing 
through Paul's journeys as recounted in the Acts of the Apostles and the 
Epistles. 

Trace the growth of the Church. 

8.THEO.SCR.3 Explain the basis of the Church’s moral teaching, as exemplified in the 
creation story of man, the commandments, and the Beatitudes. 

Explain basis of Church’s moral 
teaching. 

8.THEO.SCR.4 Identify the stages of salvation history and explain their significance in 
God's plan for humanity. 

Identify stages of salvation history. 

HIS Faith and Church History  

8.THEO.HIS.1 Analyze the laws of our Church, as rooted in Judaism, within the books of 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 

Analyze laws of our Church. 

8.THEO.HIS.2 Tell about the conversion of Saul/Paul (Acts 9:1-9). Tell about conversion of Saul/Paul. 

8.THEO.HIS.3 Retell the events of the Council of Jerusalem and identify the most 
important issues decided there (Acts 15). 

Retell Council of Jerusalem. 

8.THEO.HIS.4 Discuss the trials endured by the early disciples and apostles. Discuss trials endured by early 
Apostles. 

8.THEO.HIS.5 Discuss the apostolic succession (CCC 874, 880-883). Discuss apostolic succession. 
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8.THEO.HIS.6 Identify the growth of Islam and how it impacted Christians at the time of 
the Crusades. 

Identify growth of Islam. 

8.THEO.HIS.7 Discuss the Reformation and the rise of Protestant churches. Discuss Reformation. 

CRE The Creed  

8.THEO.CRE.1 Understand that the Church recognizes other Christians as our brothers 
and sisters in the Lord (CCC 838). 

Understand Church recognizes 
other Christians. 

8.THEO.CRE.2 Compare and contrast the Catholic beliefs of the Eucharist with the beliefs 
of non-Catholic Christians (CCC 1398-1400). 

Compare Catholic & non-Catholic 
belief: Eucharist. 

8.THEO.CRE.3 
Discuss major heresies and the truths that are affirmed (i.e. Docetism, 
Arianism, Nestorianism, Monophysitism, Gnosticism, Jansenism, 
iconoclasm, etc.) (CCC 465-468).  

Discuss major heresies. 

8.THEO.CRE.4 Compare, with reasoning and explanation, the Nicene Creed and the 
Apostles Creed (CCC 184 ff). 

Compare Nicene & Apostles Creed. 

8.THEO.CRE.5 Describe the hierarchy of the Catholic Church and their responsibilities 
(CCC 880-896). 

Describe hierarchy of Catholic 
Church. 

8.THEO.CRE.6 Identify ecumenical councils as special meetings of the pope and bishops 
(CCC 884). 

Identify ecumenical councils. 

 GROW     Pillar II: The Celebration of the Christian Mystery  

LIT God and the Sacred Liturgy  

8.THEO.LIT.1 Define Lectionary and explain the purpose of the Lectionary. Define Lectionary. 

8.THEO.LIT.2 Create a model to describe the liturgical year and cycle of readings. Create model to describe liturgical 
year. 

8.THEO.LIT.3 Connect the importance of each Holy Day of Obligation to the overall Connect Holy Days to cycle of 
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cycle of the liturgical year. liturgical year. 

SAC Seven Sacraments of the Church  

8.THEO.SAC.1 Describe how Confirmation is an outward sign instituted by Christ to give 
grace (CCC 1131), and how it related to the other Sacraments. 

Describe Confirmation. 

8. THEO.SAC.2 Describe situations in which we find application of and need for the Fruits 
and Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Apply Fruits & Gifts of Holy Spirit. 

 GROW     Pillar III: Life in Christ  

DIG Dignity of the Human Person  

8.THEO.DIG.1 Explain and defend that all human life is sacred from conception to natural 
death (CCC 1702). 

Defend that all human life is sacred. 

8.THEO.DIG.2 Identify and explain the basic rights of persons (CCC 1956). Identify & explain basic rights of 
persons. 

8.THEO.DIG.3 
Describe and give examples from early Church history of the Christian 
ideal for respecting the dignity of others (Eph 4:25-6:9; James 2-3, 1 John 
2:1-17). 

Describe early Church: respecting 
dignity. 

8.THEO.DIG.4 Identify local, national and/or global situations in which the dignity of the 
human person is not respected, and as Catholics how we should respond. 

Identify situations & Catholic 
response. 

COM The Human Community  

8.THEO.COM.1 

Explain how Baptism connects him/her to a universal community of 
believers beginning with their own parish community (CCC 1267-1269) 
and includes a call to transform the world through the Gospel (CCC 871, 
1265-1270). 

Explain Baptism. 

8.THEO.COM.2 Describe how members of the Body of Christ share responsibility for each 
other and all of humanity (CCC 1877-1882). 

Describe how Body of Christ share 
responsibility. 
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8.THEO.COM.3 Identify and describe lay ministerial roles and their service to the Church. Describe lay ministerial roles. 

TOB Theology of the Body  

8.THEO.TOB.1 Defend that creation should be received as a gift and not manipulated, 
dominated and controlled. 

Defend that creation should be 
received as a gift. 

8.THEO.TOB.2 
Provide examples of how a person is pure in heart: when he perceives 
and respects others as a gift and seeks to make a gift of himself to others 
(TOB 50, 54, 57:3). 

Provide examples of how a person 
is pure in heart. 

8.THEO.TOB.3 Explain that living out the spousal meaning of the body can be through 
marriage or virginity for the sake of the Kingdom (TOB 76:6, 78:4). 

Explain spousal meaning of the 
body. 

8.THEO.TOB.4 Describe the concept of vocation and how vocation is the way one lives 
out spousal love (TOB 78, 86). 

Describe vocation. 

8.THEO.TOB.5 
Explain how God invites and does not force when he calls someone to the 
vocation of married life, consecrated life or the priesthood, leaving the 
person free to respond (TOB 73:3-4, 76:4, 79:8). 

Explain how God invites vocation. 

8.THEO.TOB.6 Describe the nature of consecrated life as giving oneself totally to Christ 
and being a sign of our future life in heaven (TOB 80:6). 

Describe consecrated life. 

8.THEO.TOB.7 
Explain that when God calls two people to the vocation of marriage, he is 
inviting them into a special sacrament of his life (Ephesians 5; TOB 
87-93). 

Explain God's invitation to marriage. 

8.THEO.TOB.8 Explain what will happen at the Resurrection of the body (TOB 64-72). Explain Resurrection of the Body. 

MOR Morality  

8.THEO.MOR.1 Define and provide examples of social sin (CCC 1869).  Define social sin. 

8.THEO.MOR.2 Identify universal moral truths that are rooted in the natural moral law Identify universal moral truths. 
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(CCC 1954-1960), and evaluate a situation where God’s law is in conflict 
with human law. 

8.THEO.MOR.3 Explain that the universal call to holiness is lived out in the context of our 
vocation and state of life (CCC 2013-2016). 

Explain universal call to holiness. 

8.THEO.MOR.4 Assess contemporary issues and lifestyles that conflict with living as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ (Rom 1:18-32; 1 Cor 6:9-11; Gal 5:13-26). 

Assess issues that conflict with 
discipleship. 

8.THEO.MOR.5 

Articulate, with support from Church teachings and personal conversion of 
heart, the role of conscience and circumstance in moral decision-making, 
what it means to have an informed conscience, and the importance of 
developing a moral framework from a Christian perspective. 

Articulate informed conscience & 
moral framework. 

8.THEO.MOR.6 Relate the spiritual and corporal works of mercy to works of social justice 
(CCC 2447). 

Relate Works of Mercy to works of 
social justice. 

8.THEO.MOR.7 Explain how the family as the basic cell of society has rights and duties 
(CCC 2214-2233). 

Explain how family has rights & 
duties. 

 GROW     Pillar IV: Christian Prayer  

PRA Prayer  

8.THEO.PRA.1 Pray for openness and generous response to God's call in our lives. Pray for generous response to 
God's call. 

8.THEO.PRA.2 Discuss the effectiveness of prayer in deepening one's relationship with 
Jesus. 

Discuss effectiveness of prayer. 

8.THEO.PRA.3 Lead group, class, and school-wide prayer as a model of a prayerful faith 
life. 

Lead prayer. 

8.THEO.PRA.4 Recite prayers as specified by grade level expectations. Recite prayers. 

8.THEO.PRA.5 Review and revise plan for personal daily prayer. Review & revise plan for personal 
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daily prayer. 
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Sixth - Eight Grade Theology Framework 
Curriculum Standards in the Diocese of Grand Rapids 

 
Witness 

 
By encountering Jesus Christ and growing in their understanding of Catholic tradition within all content areas of study, including the 
study of theology, students are called to demonstrate Christ’s love to the world. Christian witnesses in grades sixth, seventh, and 
eighth are able to -- 

 WITNESS Report Card Wording 

WIT Evangelization and Missionary Discipleship  

6-8.THEO.WIT.1 
Be a disciple of Christ as a steward of the Church, one who works to 
spread the Catholic faith throughout their community and the world (CCC 
2226). 

Be disciple of Christ as steward of 
the Church. 

6-8.THEO.WIT.2 
Exhibit the virtue of reverence for God, his creation, and other people by 
treating them with respect and honor, for God is all good and his creation 
is a good gift. 

Exhibit virtue of reverence. 

6-8.THEO.WIT.3 Design and organize student-directed service projects. Design & organize service projects. 

6-8.THEO.WIT.4 Engage in service learning that is purposefully integrated within the social 
justice teachings of the Church (NSBECS 3.3). 

Engage in service learning. 

6-8.THEO.WIT.5 
Match individual talents and interests with the needs of the community 
and reflect on service experiences in the light of the Gospel values that 
animate the school’s mission (NSBECS 3.3). 

Match talents with needs of the 
community. 

6-8.THEO.WIT.6 Exhibit the virtue of obedience through respect for rules, regulations, and 
legitimate authority. 

Exhibit virtue of obedience. 

6-8.THEO.WIT.7 Assist in the planning of various retreats and prayerful experiences 
throughout the year (NSBECS 3.2). 

Assist in planning of retreats. 
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6-8.THEO.WIT.8 Take a leadership role in the prayer life of the school / parish (NSBECS 
3.1). 

Take leadership role in prayer life 
of school. 

  

Diocese of Grand Rapids, Office of Catholic Schools v 9/2020 
 



 
26 

Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grade English Language Arts Curriculum Standards 
(Compiled list of all standards for all ELA courses 6-8) 

 
Students who demonstrate understanding of 6th-8th grade English language arts are able to-- 

 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

 Reading  

6-8.Eng.R.1 Determine the relationships between a text and the tenets of Catholic faith. Determine relationships between 
text and the tenets of Catholic faith. 

6-8.Eng.R.2 
Demonstrate cultural literacy and familiarity with the great works and authors of 
classical and contemporary, American and world, literature. 

Demonstrate cultural literacy and 
familiarity with works/authors of 
classical/contemporary, 
American/world, literature. 

6-8.Eng.R.3 
Interpret, synthesize, respond to, summarize, critique and analyze various 
types of texts. Analyze various types of texts. 

6-8.Eng.R.4 
Determine and discuss relationships among the audience, purpose, and 
structure of a given work. 

Determine/discuss relationships 
among audience/purpose/structure. 

6-8.Eng.R.5 
Analyze an author’s choices of content, organization, evidence, reasoning, and 
language use. Analyze choices of author. 

6-8.Eng.R.6 Evaluate texts to discover the virtues and values an author presents. Evaluate texts to discover 
virtues/values. 

6-8.Eng.R.7 Synthesize the meaning and purpose of a text. Synthesize meaning/purpose. 

6-8.Eng.R.8 Analyze the impact of specific word choice on meaning and tone of a text. Analyze impact of specific word 
choice on meaning/tone. 
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6-8.Eng.R.9 
Explain how poetic knowledge, connotative language, symbolism, and artistic 
creativity explore complex elements of the human condition. 

Explain how text explores complex 
elements of human condition. 

6-8.Eng.R.10 
Explain how a specific piece of writing contributes to strengthening the reader’s 
moral character. 

Explain how writing contributes to 
strengthening moral character. 

6-8.Eng.R.11 
Analyze how authors use literary devices, such as Biblical allusions, to develop 
elements of their writing. 

Analyze how authors use literary 
devices. 

6-8.Eng.R.12 
Compare the works of multiple authors from the same historical eras to explain 
how literature can reflect the historical culture of its time. 

Compare works of multiple authors 
to explain how literature reflects 
historical culture. 

6-8.Eng.R.13 
Describe how an author’s choices, such as setting, development of characters, 
and inclusion of details, impact the development of a narrative 

Describe how choices impact 
development of narrative. 

6-8.Eng.R.14 
Describe how a theme develops over the course of a text and determine a 
shared theme in multiple texts. 

Describe development of themes. 

6-8.Eng.R.15 Analyze specific organizational structure used in a text or media. Analyze organizational structure. 

6-8.Eng.R.16 
Recognize differences between errors and intentional variations from expected 
conventions in published works, and examine why an author may deviate from 
Standard American English. 

Recognize differences between 
errors and intentional variations 
from expected conventions. 

 Writing and Language Use  

6-8.Eng.W.1 

Create informational text to examine and discuss specific ideas 
a. Including significant and relevant facts, definitions, quotations, and 

other appropriate knowledge on the subject 
b. Using varied syntax to clarify and connect ideas. 

Create informational text to 
examine/discuss specific ideas. 
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6-8.Eng.W.2 

Create written arguments to support specific claims in order to discuss a 
particular topic or text 

a. Incorporating evidence and reasoning as support 
b. Anticipating and discussing potential counterclaims, and 
c. Using varied syntax to clarify relationships among claim, evidence, 

reasoning, and counterclaim. 

Create written argument to support 
a specific claim. 

6-8.Eng.W.3 

Create narratives (from real or imagined experiences) to develop effective 
writing techniques and express human emotion and experience 

a. Engaging the reader by establishing a problem, situation, or 
observation for exploration through plot and character development 

b. Developing characters or perspectives that interpret the human 
condition, human behaviors, and/or human actions in its redeemed and 
unredeemed state 

c. Using techniques such as dialogue, description, action, and reflection to 
develop ideas 

d. Including purposeful language to convey vivid images 
e. Providing conclusion or resolution that offers final reflection. 

Create narratives to develop 
effective writing techniques/express 
human experience. 

6-8.Eng.W.4 
Make decisions about organizational structures, including appropriate 
paragraph and sentence breaks, to strengthen the writing for the intended 
purpose and audience. 

Make decisions about 
organizational structures. 

6-8.Eng.W.5 
Use varied sentence structures purposefully in one’s writing, and determine the 
placement and structure of sentences based on the intended emphasis and 
content of ideas. 

Determine the placement/structure 
of sentences based on intended 
emphasis/content. 

6-8.Eng.W.6 
Utilize precise language, deliberate word choice, and content specific 
vocabulary to enhance the effectiveness of the writing piece. 

Utilize deliberate word 
choice/content-specific vocabulary. 
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6-8.Eng.W.7 
Develop, practice and refine various aspects of writing processes including, but 
not limited to, invention, research, drafting, sharing with others, revising in 
response to reviews, and editing. 

Develop/practice various aspects of 
writing processes. 

6-8.Eng.W.8 
Use and offer feedback to revise texts to strengthen the writing for its intended 
purpose and audience. 

Use/offer feedback to revise texts. 

6-8.Eng.W.9 
Use technology strategically and with clear purpose to enhance writing for its 
intended audience. 

Use technology strategically and 
with clear purpose for intended 
audience. 

6-8.Eng.W.10 
Edit and proofread one’s own writing, applying various and increasingly 
complex aspects of grammatical rules. 

Edit/proofread. 

6-8.Eng.W.11 
Place punctuation effectively, including commas, semicolons, apostrophes, 
and ellipses. 

Place punctuation effectively: 
commas, semicolons, apostrophes, 
ellipses. 

6-8.Eng.W.12 
Use commonly confused words in the correct context, including its/it’s, 
there/their/they’re, affect/effect, and who/whom. 

Use commonly confused words in 
the correct context. 

6-8.Eng.W.13 
Self-reflect, using metacognitive strategies, on the specific and individual 
processes and techniques used in writing, in order to assess progress toward 
academic goals. 

Self-reflect on processes/techniques 
used in writing. 

6-8.Eng.W.14 
Articulate how different writing tasks and elements of writing processes assist 
in the development of the writer. 

Articulate how elements of writing 
processes assist in development of 
the writer. 

 Communication  

6-8.Eng.C.1 
Contribute to ongoing written and spoken conversations with one’s own ideas 
and opinions about specific topics, including analysis of texts. 

Contribute to ongoing 
written/spoken conversations with 
ideas, opinions, analysis. 
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6-8.Eng.C.2 
Choose, among given options, appropriate platforms to publish or present 
content in order to be effective with an intended audience. 

Choose appropriate platforms to 
publish/present to be effective with 
intended audience. 

6-8.Eng.C.3 
Articulate a clear point of view, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent 
details, to a variety of audiences. 

Articulate clear point of view, 
sequencing ideas logically and 
using pertinent details. 

6-8.Eng.C.4 
Present and explain complex content, in order to proclaim the Word of God, 
share the teachings of Jesus Christ, and to promote the greater good of the 
community. 

Present and explain complex 
content. 

6-8.Eng.C.5 
Use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, clear pronunciation, and 
purposeful tone of voice while presenting information. 

Use appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, clear 
pronunciation, purposeful tone. 

 Documentation  

6-8.Eng.D.1 
Read critically, and evaluate and select appropriate print and digital sources to 
use in one’s own work. 

Evaluate/select appropriate 
sources. 

6-8.Eng.D.2 
Recognize various approaches to the documentation and attribution of sources 
while reading, including MLA and APA. 

Recognize various approaches to 
the documentation/attribution of 
sources while reading. 

6-8.Eng.D.3 Directly quote and paraphrase reliable sources for use in one’s own work. Directly quote/paraphrase reliable 
sources. 

6-8.Eng.D.4 
Use an established citation system, such as MLA or APA, to precisely quote 
and reference various sources within one’s own writing. 

Use MLA/APA to precisely 
quote/reference various sources. 
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Diocese of Grand Rapids 
Office of Catholic Schools 

Curriculum Standards for Cross-Content Literacy 
in grades ​6-8 

 
Students who demonstrate understanding of eighth grade literacy are able to --- 
 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

6-8.CL.1 
Solve authentic problems through open-ended inquiry and ideation to build 
problem-solving techniques and learning in various contexts. 

Solve authentic problems through 
open-ended inquiry/ideation. 

6-8.CL.2 
Summarize content-specific traditional texts and digital media in simpler but 
still accurate terms. 

Summarize in simpler/accurate 
terms. 

6-8.CL.3 
Determine whether an author’s perspective is in accord or discord with Catholic 
teaching. 

Determine whether perspective of 
author is in accord/discord with 
Catholic teaching. 

6-8.CL.4 
Identify omitted information in a piece of published work and infer reasons for 
such omissions. 

Identify omitted information in 
published work and infer reasons for 
omissions. 

6-8.CL.5 
Identify an author’s claim, evidence, reasoning, and anticipated counterclaim in 
a published work. 

Identify claim, evidence, reasoning, 
anticipated counterclaim. 

6-8.CL.6 
Explain a published work’s purpose, tone, and structure in relation to the 
author’s perspective and the intended audience. 

Explain purpose/tone/structure. 

6-8.CL.7 
Determine the meanings of key terms and content-specific vocabulary as used 
in texts and media. 

Determine meanings of key terms 
and content-specific vocabulary. 

6-8.CL.8 Use content-specific vocabulary in the creation of texts or media. Use content-specific vocabulary. 
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6-8.CL.9 
Compare various domain-specific texts or media (i.e. historical primary 
sources, scientific research, videos, websites, etc.) in their structural features 
and design. 

Compare various texts/media. 

6-8.CL.10 
Compare the claims, evidence, and reasoning of various arguments. Compare 

claims/evidence/reasoning of 
various arguments. 

6-8.CL.11 
Present a clear understanding of a complex topic through the use of multiple 
relevant and useful sources of information. 

Present a clear understanding of a 
complex topic. 

6-8.CL.12 
Accurately cite sources of information for use as evidence and reasoning to 
support an argument. 

Accurately cite sources of 
information. 

6-8.CL.13 
Construct an argument using a claim, evidence, reasoning, and counterclaim 
to demonstrate understanding of a content-specific topic of inquiry. 

Construct argument using claim, 
evidence, reasoning, counterclaim. 

6-8.CL.14 Use collaboration to connect with peers and experts to explore various topics. Connect with peers/experts to 
explore topics. 

6-8.CL.15 
Inform and influence audiences, through verbal communication and the 
creation of media and writing, in order to proclaim the Word of God, share the 
teachings of Jesus Christ, and to promote the greater good of the community. 

Inform/influence audiences to 
proclaim Word of God/promote 
greater good. 

6-8.CL.16 
Self-reflect, using metacognitive strategies, on the specific and individual 
processes and techniques used to complete academic tasks in order to assess 
progress toward academic goals. 

Assess progress toward academic 
goals. 
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Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grade Mathematics Curriculum Standards 
(Compiled list of all standards for all Mathematics courses 6-8) 

 
Students who demonstrate understanding of eighth grade mathematics are able to -- 
 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

 Number  

6-8.Math.N.1 
Use a number line to locate, describe, and compare rational and irrational 
numbers. 

Locate/describe/compare 
rational/irrational numbers. 

6-8.Math.N.2 Solve real-world problems using fractions, decimals and percents. Solve real-world problems using 
fractions/decimals/percents. 

6-8.Math.N.3 Describe and explain percents greater than 100 and less than 1. Describe/explain % > 100 and < 1. 

6-8.Math.N.4 
Develop models to compare relationships among percents, fractions, and 
decimals. 

Develop models to compare 
percents/fractions/decimals. 

6-8.Math.N.5 
Recognize, represent, and perform operations with numbers in standard, 
exponential, scientific, and expanded forms. 

Recognize/represent/perform 
operations in various forms. 

6-8.Math.N.6 Compare the effects of using arithmetic operations with rational numbers. Compare effects of using arithmetic 
operations with rational numbers. 

6-8.Math.N.7 
Simplify computations with rational numbers through the use of the associative 
and commutative properties of addition and multiplication and the distributive 
property of multiplication. 

Simplify computations with rational 
numbers. 

6-8.Math.N.8 
Use inverse relationships: addition and subtraction, multiplication and division, 
squaring and finding square roots, cubing and finding cube roots, to simplify 
computations and solve problems. 

Use inverse relationships to simplify 
computations/solve problems. 
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6-8.Math.N.9 
Select appropriate methods and tools for computing with rational numbers from 
among mental computation, estimation, technology application, and paper and 
pencil, depending on the situation, and apply the selected methods. 

Select appropriate methods/tools for 
computing with rational numbers. 

6-8.Math.N.10 
Develop and use strategies of estimation to determine the reasonableness of 
the results of rational-number computations. 

Develop/use strategies of 
estimation. 

6-8.Math.N.11 
Recognize proportionality and use ratios and proportions to represent 
unknowns in quantitative relationships. 

Use ratios/proportions to represent 
unknowns. 

6-8.Math.N.12 
Analyze real world situations to determine proportionality, and solve using 
multiple methods such as scaling, finding equivalent ratios, and using the 
means-extremes property. 

Analyze real world situations to 
determine proportionality. 

 Algebra  

6-8.Math.A.1 Identify and describe different purposes for variables in mathematics. Identify/describe purposes for 
variables in mathematics. 

6-8.Math.A.2 
Write and use algebraic equations and inequalities in order to represent 
situations and solve problems involving linear relationships. 

Write/use algebraic 
equations/inequalities. 

6-8.Math.A.3 
Identify functions as linear or nonlinear, and contrast their properties in tables, 
graphs, or equations. 

Identify functions as 
linear/nonlinear, and contrast 
properties in 
tables/graphs/equations. 

6-8.Math.A.4 
Identify linear functions as proportional or nonproportional and describe the 
difference. 

Identify linear functions as 
proportional/nonproportional and 
describe the difference. 

6-8.Math.A.5 
Identify and describe relationships among equations, graphs, and tables of a 
function. 

Identify/describe relationships 
among equations/graphs/tables of a 
function. 
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6-8.Math.A.6 
Interpret the specific meaning of intercepts and slopes on graphs used in real 
world problems. 

Interpret meaning of 
intercepts/slopes. 

6-8.Math.A.7 Apply properties of integer exponents to numerical and algebraic expressions. 
Apply properties of integer 
exponents to numerical/algebraic 
expressions. 

6-8.Math.A.8 Identify and create equivalent forms for algebraic expressions. Identify/create equivalent forms for 
algebraic expressions. 

6-8.Math.A.9 
Model and solve real-world problems using various representations, such as 
graphs, tables, and equations. 

Model/solve real-world problems 
using various representations. 

6-8.Math.A.10 Use various algebraic methods to solve systems of equations. Use various algebraic methods to 
solve systems of equations. 

 Geometry  

6-8.Math.G.1 
Describe, classify, and recognize relationships among types of 2D and 3D 
objects using their defining properties. 

Describe/classify/recognize 
relationships among 2D/3D objects. 

6-8.Math.G.2 
Determine relationships among the angles, side lengths, perimeters, areas, 
surface areas and volumes of similar objects. 

Determine relationships among 
similar objects. 

6-8.Math.G.3 
Create and critique inductive and deductive arguments concerning geometric 
ideas and relationships, including congruence, similarity, and the Pythagorean 
theorem. 

Create/critique inductive/deductive 
arguments concerning geometric 
ideas. 

6-8.Math.G.4 
Use coordinate geometry to represent and describe the properties of geometric 
shapes, including regular polygons and those with pairs of parallel or 
perpendicular sides. 

Represent/describe properties of 
geometric shapes. 

6-8.Math.G.5 Translate, reflect, rotate, and dilate objects in the coordinate plane. 
Translate/reflect/rotate/dilate objects 
in coordinate plane. 
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6-8.Math.G.6 
Explain the congruence, similarity, and line or rotational symmetry of objects 
using transformations. 

Explain congruence/similarity/line or 
rotational symmetry of objects. 

6-8.Math.G.7 
Draw geometric objects with specified properties, such as side lengths or angle 
measures. 

Draw geometric objects with 
specified properties. 

6-8.Math.G.8 
Solve problems, such as those involving area, surface area, and volume, by 
composing/decomposing and by using 2D representations of 3D objects. 

Solve problems by 
composing/decomposing. 

6-8.Math.G.9 
Create and use geometric models to represent and explain numerical and 
algebraic relationships, such as the solving of systems of equations. 

Create models to represent/explain 
numerical/algebraic relationships. 

6-8.Math.G.10 
Apply relationships among angles: supplementary, complementary, vertical, 
adjacent angles, alternate (interior and exterior) angles, and corresponding, in 
real-world situations and mathematical problems. 

Apply relationships among angles. 

6-8.Math.G.11 
Recognize and apply geometric ideas and relationships in areas such as art, 
science, and everyday life. 

Recognize/apply geometric ideas in 
art/science/life. 

 Measurement  

6-8.Math.M.1 Select appropriate methods for estimating measurements. Select appropriate methods for 
estimating measurements. 

6-8.Math.M.2 
Convert from one unit to another within the same system, both metric and 
customary. 

Convert from one unit to another 
within the same system. 

6-8.Math.M.3 
Select and use units of appropriate size and type to measure angles, 
perimeter, area, surface area, and volume. 

Select/use units of appropriate 
size/type. 

6-8.Math.M.4 
Select and apply techniques and tools to accurately find length, area, volume, 
and angle measures to appropriate levels of precision. Accurately find measures. 
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6-8.Math.M.5 
Develop and use formulas to determine the circumference of circles and the 
area of triangles, parallelograms, trapezoids, and circles and develop 
strategies to find the area of more-complex 2D shapes. 

Develop/use formulas to determine 
circumference/area. 

6-8.Math.M.6 
Develop strategies to determine the surface area and volume of selected 
prisms, pyramids, cylinders, cones, and spheres. 

Develop strategies to determine 
surface area/volume. 

6-8.Math.M.7 Solve problems involving scale factors, using ratios and proportions. Solve problems involving scale 
factors. 

6-8.Math.M.8 
Solve problems involving rates and derived measurements for such attributes 
as velocity and density. 

Solve problems involving rates and 
derived measurements. 

 Data Analysis and Probability  

6-8.Math.D.1 
Select, create, and use appropriate graphical representations of data, including 
histograms, box plots, dot (or line) plots, stem-and-leaf plots, and scatterplots. 

Select/create/use appropriate 
graphical representations of data. 

6-8.Math.D.2 
Find, use, and interpret measures of center and spread, including mean, 
median, mode, range and interquartile range. 

Find/use/interpret measures of 
center and spread. 

6-8.Math.D.3 
Describe and discuss the correspondence between data sets and their 
graphical representations. 

Describe/discuss correspondence 
between data sets/graphical 
representations. 

6-8.Math.D.4 
Use observations about differences between two or more samples to make 
conjectures about the populations from which the samples were taken. 

Make conjectures about populations 
from multiple samples. 

6-8.Math.D.5 
Form opinions about possible relationships between two characteristics of a 
sample on the basis of the scatterplot of the data and the approximate lines of 
fit. 

Form opinions about possible 
relationships between two 
characteristics of sample. 

6-8.Math.D.6 
Identify events as complementary, independent, dependent, and mutually 
exclusive and describe what that means in the context of the data. 

Identify events as 
complementary/independent/depen
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dent/mutually exclusive and 
describe in context. 

6-8.Math.D.7 
Compute probabilities for simple and compound events, using such methods 
as organized lists, tree diagrams, and area models. 

Compute probabilities for 
simple/compound events. 
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Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grade Science Curriculum Standards 
(Compiled list of all standards for all science courses 6-8) 

Students who demonstrate understanding of sixth, seventh, and eighth grade science are able to-- 

 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

6-8.Sci.1 
Display a deep sense of wonder and delight about the natural universe, and 
share how the beauty and goodness of God is reflected in nature. 

Display deep sense of 
wonder/delight about natural 
universe. 

6-8.Sci.2 
Describe humanity’s natural situation in, and dependence upon, physical reality 
and how man carries out his role as a cooperator with God in the work of 
creation. 

Describe our natural situation in 
physical reality/how cooperator with 
God in creation. 

6-8.Sci.3 
Relate how the search for truth, even when it concerns a finite reality in the 
natural world or of man, is never-ending and always points beyond to 
something higher than the immediate object of study. 

Relate how search for truth is 
never-ending. 

6-8.Sci.4 
Recognize scientific knowledge as a call to serve and not as a means to gain 
power, material prosperity, or success. 

Recognize scientific knowledge as 
call to serve. 

6-8.Sci.5 
Recognize the human soul as something specifically created by God for each 
human being, not as something that evolved from lesser matter or inherited 
from parents. 

Recognize human soul as 
something specifically created by 
God. 

6-8.Sci.6 
Explore the contributions of significant Catholics to science such as Galileo, 
Copernicus, Mendel, and others. 

Explore contributions of significant 
Catholics to science. 

 Physical Science  

6-8.Sci.PS.1 Develop models to describe the atomic composition of simple molecules and 
extended structures. 

Develop models to describe atomic 
composition. 
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6-8.Sci.PS.2 Analyze and interpret data on the properties of substances before and after the 
substances interact to determine if a chemical reaction has occurred. 

Analyze/interpret data before/after 
substances interact. 

6-8.Sci.PS.3 Gather and make sense of information to describe that synthetic materials 
come from natural resources and how they may impact society. 

Describe that synthetic materials 
come from natural resources/how 
impact society. 

6-8.Sci.PS.4 
Develop a model that predicts and describes changes in particle motion, 
temperature, and state of a pure substance when thermal energy is added or 
removed. 

Develop model that 
predicts/describes changes when 
thermal energy is added/removed. 

6-8.Sci.PS.5 Develop and use a model to describe how the total number of atoms does 
not change in a chemical reaction and thus mass is conserved.  

Develop a model to describe how 
total number of atoms does not 
change in chemical reaction. 

6-8.Sci.PS.6 
Design, construct, test, and modify a device that either releases or absorbs 
thermal energy by chemical processes and a device that minimizes or 
maximizes thermal energy transfer. 

Design/construct device to 
demonstrate thermal energy in a 
chemical reaction. 

6-8.Sci.PS.7 Apply Newton’s Third Law to design a solution to a problem involving the 
motion of two colliding objects. 

Design solution to problem involving 
motion of two colliding objects. 

6-8.Sci.PS.8 Plan an investigation to provide evidence that the change in an object’s motion 
depends on the sum of the forces on the object and the mass of the object. 

Provide evidence that change in 
object’s motion depends on 
forces/mass. 

6-8.Sci.PS.9 Ask questions about data to determine the factors that affect the strength of 
electric and magnetic forces. 

Determine factors that affect 
strength of electric/magnetic forces. 

6-8.Sci.PS.10 
Construct and present arguments using evidence to support the claim that 
gravitational interactions are attractive and depend on the masses of 
interacting objects. 

Support claim that gravitational 
interactions are attractive. 

6-8.Sci.PS.11 
Conduct an investigation and evaluate the experimental design to provide 
evidence that fields exist between objects exerting forces on each other even 
though the objects are not in contact. 

Provide evidence that fields exist 
between objects. 
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6-8.Sci.PS.12 
Construct and interpret graphical displays of data to describe the relationship 
of kinetic energy to the mass of an object and the speed of an object. 

Describe relationship of kinetic 
energy to mass/speed of an object. 

6-8.Sci.PS.13 
Develop a model to describe that when the arrangement of objects 
interacting at a distance changes, different amounts of potential energy are 
stored in the system. 

Develop model to describe objects 
interacting at a distance and its 
potential energy. 

6-8.Sci.PS.14 
Plan an investigation to determine the relationships among the energy 
transferred, the type of matter, the mass, and the change in the average kinetic 
energy of the particles as measured by the temperature of the sample. 

Plan an investigation to determine 
the relationships among the energy 
transferred in particles. 

6-8.Sci.PS.15 
Construct, use, and present arguments to support the claim that when the 
kinetic energy of an object changes, energy is transferred to or from the object. 

Support claim that when kinetic 
energy changes, energy is 
transferred. 

6-8.Sci.PS.16 
Use mathematical representations to describe a simple model for waves 
that includes how the amplitude of a wave is related to the energy in a wave. 

Describe model for 
amplitude/energy of wave. 

6-8.Sci.PS.17 
Develop and use a model to describe that waves are reflected, absorbed, 
or transmitted through various materials. 

Describe that waves are 
reflected/absorbed/transmitted. 

6-8.Sci.PS.18 
Integrate qualitative scientific and technical information to support the claim 
that digitized signals are a more reliable way to encode and transmit 
information than analog signals. 

Support claim that digitized signals 
are more reliable than analog 
signals. 

 

 Life Science  

6-8.Sci.LS.1 
Discuss the moral issues involved with ​in vitro​ fertilization, human cloning, 
human genetic manipulation, and human experimentation and what the Church 
teaches regarding work in these areas. 

Discuss the moral issues involved 
with human genetic manipulation. 

6-8.Sci.LS.2 Conduct an investigation to provide evidence that living things are made of 
cells; either one cell or many different numbers and types of cells. 

Provide evidence that living things 
are made of cells. 
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6-8.Sci.LS.3 Develop and use a model to describe the function of a cell as a whole and how 
individual parts of a cell contribute to the cell’s function. 

Develop model to describe function 
of cell. 

6-8.Sci.LS.4 Form an argument, supported by evidence, for how the body is a system of 
interacting subsystems composed of groups of cells. 

Explain how body is a system of 
interacting subsystems. 

6-8.Sci.LS.5 

Form an argument based on empirical evidence and scientific reasoning to 
support an explanation for how characteristic animal behaviors and specialized 
plant structures affect the probability of successful reproduction of animals and 
plants respectively. 

Support explanation for how 
animal/plant behaviors affect 
probability of successful 
reproduction. 

6-8.Sci.LS.6 Construct a scientific explanation based on evidence for how environmental 
and genetic factors influence the growth of organisms. 

Explain how environmental/genetic 
factors influence growth of 
organisms. 

6-8.Sci.LS.7 
Construct a scientific explanation based on evidence for the role of 
photosynthesis in the cycling of matter and flow of energy into and out of 
organisms. 

Explain role of photosynthesis in 
cycling of matter and flow of energy. 

6-8.Sci.LS.8 
Develop a model to describe how food is rearranged through chemical 
reactions, forming new molecules that support growth and/or release energy as 
they move through an organism. 

Develop model to describe how 
food is rearranged through chemical 
reactions. 

6-8.Sci.LS.9 
Gather and synthesize information that sensory receptors respond to stimuli by 
sending messages to the brain for immediate behavior or storage as 
memories. 

Synthesize information that sensory 
receptors respond to stimuli. 

6-8.Sci.LS.10 Analyze and interpret data to provide evidence for the effects of resource 
availability on organisms and populations of organisms in an ecosystem. 

Provide evidence for effects of 
resource availability on organisms. 

6-8.Sci.LS.11 
Construct an explanation that predicts patterns of interactions among 
organisms across multiple ecosystems. 

Predict patterns of interactions 
among organisms across multiple 
ecosystems. 
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6-8.Sci.LS.12 Develop a model to describe the cycling of matter and flow of energy among 
living and nonliving parts of an ecosystem. 

Develop model to describe cycling 
of matter and flow of energy in 
ecosystem. 

6-8.Sci.LS.13 Construct an argument supported by empirical evidence that changes to 
physical or biological components of an ecosystem affect populations. 

Construct argument that changes to 
ecosystem affect populations. 

6-8.Sci.LS.14 Evaluate competing design solutions for maintaining biodiversity and 
ecosystem services. 

Evaluate competing design 
solutions for maintaining 
biodiversity/ecosystem services. 

6-8.Sci.LS.15 

Develop and use a model to describe why structural changes to genes 
(mutations) located on chromosomes may affect proteins and may result in 
harmful, beneficial, or neutral effects to the structure and function of the 
organism. 

Develop model to describe why 
mutations affect proteins. 

6-8.Sci.LS.16 
Develop and use a model to describe why asexual reproduction results in 
offspring with identical genetic information and sexual reproduction results in 
offspring with genetic variation. 

Develop model to describe genetics 
of asexual/sexual reproduction. 

6-8.Sci.LS.17 
Analyze and interpret data for patterns in the fossil record that document the 
existence, diversity, extinction, and change of life forms throughout the history 
of life on Earth, as humanity carries out a cooperating role in God’s creation. 

Analyze data in fossil record that 
document 
existence/diversity/extinction/chang
e of life forms. 

6-8.Sci.LS.18 
Apply scientific ideas to construct an explanation for the anatomical similarities 
and differences among modern organisms and between modern and fossil 
organisms to infer evolutionary relationships. 

Explain anatomical 
similarities/differences among 
organisms. 

6-8.Sci.LS.19 
Analyze displays of pictorial data to compare patterns of similarities in the 
embryological development across multiple species to identify relationships not 
evident in the fully formed anatomy. 

Compare patterns of similarities in 
embryological development. 

6-8.Sci.LS.20 
Construct an explanation based on evidence that describes how genetic 
variations of traits in a population increase some individuals’ probability of 
surviving and reproducing in a specific environment. 

Describe genetic variations of traits. 
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6-8.Sci.LS.21 

Analyze how available technologies have changed the way humans influence 
the inheritance of desired traits in organisms, and discuss humanity’s role as 
stewards of God’s creation, through the evaluation of the potential risks and 
benefits of our impact and manipulation of the natural world. 

Discuss our role as stewards of 
creation and analyze how humans 
can use technology to impact 
inheritance of traits. 

6-8.Sci.LS.22 
Use mathematical representations to support explanations of how natural 
selection may lead to increases and decreases of specific traits in populations 
over time. 

Support explanations of how natural 
selection influences traits over time. 

 

 Earth and Space Sciences  

6-8.Sci.ESS.1 Develop and use a model of the Earth-sun-moon system to describe the cyclic 
patterns of lunar phases, eclipses of the sun and moon, and the seasons. 

Develop model to describe the 
cyclic patterns of lunar 
phases/eclipses/seasons. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.2 Develop and use a model to describe the role of gravity on the motions within 
galaxies and the solar system. 

Develop model to describe role of 
gravity on motions within galaxies. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.3 Analyze and interpret data to determine scale properties of objects in the solar 
system. 

Determine scale properties of 
objects in solar system. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.4 
Construct a scientific explanation based on evidence from rock strata for how 
the geologic time scale is used to organize Earth's 4.6-billion-year-old history. 

Construct explanation from rock 
strata for the geologic time scale. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.5 Develop a model to describe the cycling of Earth's materials and the flow of 
energy that drives this process. 

Develop model to describe cycling 
of materials of Earth. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.6 Construct an explanation based on evidence for how geoscience processes 
have changed Earth's surface at varying time and spatial scales. 

Explain how geoscience processes 
have changed the surface of Earth. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.7 
Analyze and interpret data on the distribution of fossils and rocks, continental 
shapes, seafloor structures, and plate tectonics to provide evidence of the past 
plate motions. 

Analyze/interpret data to provide 
evidence of past plate motions. 
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6-8.Sci.ESS.8 Develop a model to describe the cycling of water through Earth's systems 
driven by energy from the sun and the force of gravity. 

Develop model to describe cycling 
of water. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.9 Collect data to provide evidence for how the motions and complex interactions 
of air masses results in changes in weather conditions. 

Provide evidence for how 
motion/interaction of air masses 
results in changes in weather. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.10 
Develop and use a model to describe how unequal heating and rotation of the 
Earth causes patterns of atmospheric and oceanic circulation that determine 
regional climates. 

Develop model to describe how 
unequal heating/rotation of Earth 
determine regional climates. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.11 
Construct a scientific explanation based on evidence for how the uneven 
distributions of Earth's mineral, energy, and groundwater resources are the 
result of past and current geoscience processes. 

Explain how uneven distributions of 
resources are the result of 
past/current geoscience processes. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.12 
Analyze and interpret data on natural hazards to forecast future catastrophic 
events and inform the development of technologies to mitigate their effects in 
the future.  

Forecast future catastrophic events. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.13 
Apply scientific principles to design a method for monitoring and minimizing a 
negative human impact on the environment, as we are called to be responsible 
for the care of all God’s creation (​Laudato Si​, 25, 117). 

Design method for 
monitoring/minimizing negative 
human impact on environment. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.14 

Construct an argument supported by evidence for how increases in human 
population and per-capita consumption of natural resources impact Earth's 
systems in relation to God’s call for humanity to exhibit compassionate care for 
the Earth’s resources (​Laudato Si​, 22-25). 

Construct argument for how 
increases in human 
population/consumption impact the 
Earth. 

6-8.Sci.ESS.15 

Analyze data, such as tables, graphs, and maps of regional temperatures, 
levels of atmospheric gases, and rates of human activity, to clarify evidence of 
the factors that have caused the rise in global temperatures over the past 
century. 

Analyze data to clarify evidence of 
rise in global temperatures. 
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6-8.Sci.ESS.16 
Identify humanity’s role in the stewardship of creation, and describe the 
scientific, economic, aesthetic, and ethical reasons for environmental 
stewardship. 

Describe the reasons for 
environmental stewardship. 

 

 Engineering Design  

6-8.Sci.ED.1 

Define the criteria and constraints of a design problem with sufficient precision 
to ensure a successful solution, taking into account relevant scientific principles 
and potential impacts on people and the natural environment that may limit 
possible solutions. 

Define criteria/constraints of design 
problem to ensure successful 
solution. 

6-8.Sci.ED.2 
Evaluate competing design solutions using a systematic process to determine 
how well they meet the criteria and constraints of the problem. 

Evaluate competing design 
solutions. 

6-8.Sci.ED.3 
Analyze data from tests to determine similarities and differences among 
several design solutions in order to identify the best characteristics of each that 
can be combined into a new solution to better meet the criteria for success. 

Determine similarities/differences 
among several design solutions. 

6-8.Sci.ED.4 
Develop a model to generate data for iterative testing and modification of a 
proposed object, tool, or process such that an optimal design can be achieved. 

Develop model to generate data for 
iterative testing and modification of 
proposal. 
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Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grade Social Studies Curriculum Standards 
(Compiled list of all standards for all social studies courses 6-8) 

 
The content focus of grades 6-8 are “World Studies: Geography, Cultures, Current Events and Societies” in sixth grade; “Ancient 
World History and Geography” in seventh grade; and “United States History from 1620 to the Reconstruction era” in eighth grade. 
Much like the other content areas in the 6th-8th grades, schools with combined classes or leveled courses in the middle school 
grades may choose to rotate through this content in a variety of ways, though all students who have successfully completed 6-8 
grade social studies are expected to meet all curriculum standards. 
 
Students demonstrate understanding of sixth, seventh, and eighth grade social studies are able to -- 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

6-8.SS.1 Apply Catholic virtues and democratic principles when working with others. Apply Catholic virtues/democratic 
principles when working with others. 

6-8.SS.2 
Pursue peace, understanding, knowledge, and truth by demonstrating respect 
and appreciation for the qualities and characteristics of different cultures. 

Pursue peace, understanding, 
knowledge, truth / demonstrate 
respect/appreciation for 
qualities/characteristics of different 
cultures. 

6-8.SS.3 
Compare the actions of people according to their historical and cultural 
norms to that of Catholic moral norms, virtues, and social teaching. 

Compare actions according to 
historical/cultural norms to that of 
Catholic moral norms/virtues. 

 World Studies  

6-8.SS.WS.1 
Use, interpret, and create maps representing population characteristics, natural 
features, and land-use of specific world regions and compare such features on 
global, interregional, regional and local scales. 

Use/interpret/create/compare maps. 

6-8.SS.WS.2 
Explain why maps of the same place may vary, including the perspectives and 
purposes of the cartographers. 

Explain why maps of same place 
vary. 
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6-8.SS.WS.3 
Locate and use information from images and Graphic Information Systems 
(GIS) to answer geographic questions about the human and physical 
characteristics of places. 

Answer geographic questions about 
human/physical characteristics of 
places. 

6-8.SS.WS.4 
Create or interpret a map of the population distribution of a region and 
generalize about the factors influencing the distribution of the population. 

Generalize about reasons for 
distribution of population. 

6-8.SS.WS.5 
Explain the different ways in which places are connected and how those 
connections demonstrate interdependence and accessibility in accordance with 
the promotion of peace, solidarity, and the common good. 

Explain how connections 
demonstrate interdependence and 
accessibility. 

6-8.SS.WS.6 
Explain how communities are affected positively or negatively by changes in 
technology, and evaluate whether and how communities have used 
technology, as a gift from God, for the common good of humanity. 

Explain how communities are 
affected by changes in technology, 
and evaluate whether technology 
used for common good. 

6-8.SS.WS.7 
Describe the human characteristics of each region under study, including 
languages, religions, economic system, governmental system, and cultural 
traditions. 

Describe human characteristics of 
regions. 

6-8.SS.WS.8 
Create and interpret population pyramids from different countries to discuss 
birth and death rates, growth rates, and age structures. 

Create/interpret population 
pyramids for different regions. 

6-8.SS.WS.9 
Explain the factors which cause different types of climates, and interpret and 
compare climate graphs at different latitudes and locations. 

Interpret climate graphs at different 
latitudes/locations. 

6-8.SS.WS.10 
Identify major ecosystems of each region under study, and explain how each 
are influenced by latitude, elevation, landforms, location, and human factors. 

Identify/explain major ecosystems of 
regions. 

6-8.SS.WS.11 
Describe examples of cultural change through diffusion, including what has 
diffused, why and where it has spread, and its consequences. 

Describe examples of cultural 
change through diffusion. 

Diocese of Grand Rapids, Office of Catholic Schools v 9/2020 
 



 
49 

6-8.SS.WS.12 
Describe cultures of each region being studied, including major languages, 
religions, and the roles of men and women in the societies. 

Describe cultures of each region. 

6-8.SS.WS.13 Explain the patterns, causes, and consequences of major human migrations. 
Explain 
patterns/causes/consequences of 
major human migrations. 

6-8.SS.WS.14 
Evaluate examples of cooperation and conflict within each region under study, 
from different perspectives, using primary and secondary resources. 

Evaluate examples of 
cooperation/conflict. 

6-8.SS.WS.15 
Examine what it means to be a citizen in different countries, and compare 
conflicting ideas about the purposes of government in different countries. 

Compare conflicting ideas about 
purposes of gov't. 

6-8.SS.WS.16 
Compare the various forms of government around the world, and define the 
characteristics of modern nation-states. 

Compare various forms of gov't and 
define characteristics of modern 
nation-states. 

6-8.SS.WS.17 
Explain how governments address national and international issues and form 
policies, and how the policies may not be consistent with those of other 
countries or of Catholic social teaching. 

Explain how gov'ts address 
issues/form policies. 

6-8.SS.WS.18 
Describe the impact of particular treaties, agreements, and international 
organizations on global issues. 

Describe impact of particular 
treaties/agreements on global 
issues. 

6-8.SS.WS.19 
Describe the economic role of government in a market economy, and describe 
how countries address the dignity of work and the rights of workers. 

Describe economic role of gov't in 
market economy. 

6-8.SS.WS.20 
Describe the impact of governmental policy on a particular country and on 
other countries that use its resources. 

Describe impact of policy on 
country. 

6-8.SS.WS.21 
Create a model to describe the patterns and networks of economic 
interdependence in the world, including the circular flow of economic activity of 
materials, labor, and capital. 

Create a model to describe 
economic interdependence. 
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6-8.SS.WS.22 
Describe how societies use solidarity to allocate resources to produce and 
distribute goods and services. 

Describe how societies use 
solidarity to allocate resources. 

 Ancient World History and Geography  

6-8.SS.AW.1 
Describe how history begins and ends in God and how history has a religious 
dimension. 

Describe how history begins and 
ends in God. 

6-8.SS.AW.2 Describe the historical impact of the Catholic Church on human events. Describe historical impact of 
Catholic Church on human events. 

6-8.SS.AW.3 
Compare several different calendar systems used in the past and present and 
their cultural significance. 

Compare several different calendar 
systems. 

6-8.SS.AW.4 
Explain what archaeologists have learned about Paleolithic and Neolithic 
societies, and how and when human communities populated major regions of 
the world and adapted to a variety of environments. 

Explain what archaeologists have 
learned about Paleolithic and 
Neolithic societies. 

6-8.SS.AW.5 

Describe the transition from hunter gatherers to sedentary agriculture, and 
explain the importance of the natural environment in the development of 
agricultural settlements in different locations, and explain the impact of the 
Agricultural Revolution. 

Describe transition from hunter 
gatherers to sedentary agriculture. 

6-8.SS.AW.6 
Compare the environmental, economic, and social institutions of multiple early 
civilizations. 

Compare the 
environmental/economic/social 
institutions of multiple early 
civilizations. 

6-8.SS.AW.7 
Use maps and other sources to locate, describe, and analyze major river 
systems and discuss the ways these physical settings supported permanent 
settlements and development of early civilization. 

Analyze major river systems as 
permanent settlements of early 
civilization. 

6-8.SS.AW.8 
Describe the development of human language, oral and written, and its 
relationship to the development of culture, including the development of verbal 

Describe development of human 
language. 
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vocalizations, the standardization of physical and abstract words, and 
pictographs to abstract writing. 

6-8.SS.AW.9 
Define the concept of cultural diffusion and how it resulted in the spread of 
ideas and technology from one region to another, as well as the growth of 
global community and solidarity. 

Define cultural diffusion. 

6-8.SS.AW.10 
Define pastoralism and explain how the climate and geography of Central Asia 
were linked to the rise of pastoral societies. 

Define pastoralism. 

6-8.SS.AW.11 
Locate the major empires of the 1000 B.C. to 300 A.D. era, describe their 
geographic characteristics, and create a timeline of their rise and fall. 

Locate/describe major empires of 
1000 BC - 300 AD. 

6-8.SS.AW.12 
Identify the trade networks among the empires of the classical era, and use a 
case study to describe how trade integrated cultures and influenced the 
economy within empires. 

Describe how trade integrated 
cultures and influenced economy 
within empires. 

6-8.SS.AW.13 
Determine the importance of Greek ideas about democracy and citizenship in 
the development of Western political thought and institutions and how such 
beliefs adhere to the key principles of Catholic social teaching. 

Determine importance of Greek 
ideas about democracy/citizenship 
in development of Western political 
thought. 

6-8.SS.AW.14 
Describe major achievements from Indian, Chinese, Mediterranean, African, 
and Southwest and Central Asian civilizations. 

Describe major achievements from 
Indian, Chinese, Mediterranean, 
African, and Asian civilizations. 

6-8.SS.AW.15 
Describe the role of state authority, military power, taxation systems, and 
institutions of coerced labor in building and maintaining empires. 

Describe various roles in 
maintaining empires. 

6-8.SS.AW.16 
Describe the environmental, economic and political crisis in the classical world 
that led to the collapse of classical empires and the consolidation of 
Byzantium. 

Describe what led to collapse of 
classical empires. 
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6-8.SS.AW.17 
Explain the role of economics, legal codes, belief systems, written languages 
and communications in the development of classical civilizations and empires. 

Explain various roles in 
development of classical 
civilizations/empires. 

6-8.SS.AW.18 

Identify, describe the beliefs of, and locate the geographical center of the 
ancient world religions of Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, 
Confucianism, and Islam, and discover the spread and interactions of these 
world religions through time. 

Identify/describe ancient world 
religions. 

6-8.SS.AW.19 

Identify and explain the origins and expansion of Islam and the creation of the 
Islamic Empire, including the founding geographic extent of Muslim empires, 
the diverse religious traditions of Islam, the role of Dar al-Islam in Afro-Eurasia, 
and the caliphate as both a religious and political institution. 

Identify/explain origins/expansion of 
Islam. 

6-8.SS.AW.20 
Use primary and secondary sources to evaluate the unification of Eurasia 
under the Mongols. 

Evaluate unification of Eurasia 
under Mongols. 

6-8.SS.AW.21 Explain the causes and consequences of the Plague. Explain causes/consequences of 
the Plague. 

6-8.SS.AW.22 
Describe the diverse characteristics of early African societies by comparing 
various states and civilizations and using maps to explain the Bantu migration 
patterns and their contributions to agriculture, technology, and language. 

Describe diverse characteristics of 
early African societies. 

6-8.SS.AW.23 
Identify major Chinese dynasties and describe ways they responded to internal 
and external challenges. 

Identify major Chinese 
dynasties/describe ways they 
responded to challenges. 

6-8.SS.AW.24 

Explain the workings of feudalism, manorialism, and the growth of centralized 
monarchies and city-states in Europe including the role of the Roman Catholic 
Church, the growth of towns and cities, the Crusades, and the impact of the 
Renaissance. 

Explain 
feudalism/manorialism/growth of 
centralized monarchies/city-states in 
Europe. 

6-8.SS.AW.25 Compare the various forms of government in the eras under study. Compare the various forms of govt 
in eras under study. 
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6-8.SS.AW.26 
Explain how governmental systems addressed issues and formed policies 
throughout history and describe the impact of laws and treaties on the 
maintenance of order in the eras under study. 

Explain how governmental systems 
addressed issues/formed policies 
throughout history. 

6-8.SS.AW.27 
Explain some of the economic, social and political factors influencing the 
movement of people among regions during the eras under study. 

Explain factors influencing the 
movement of people among 
regions. 

 Integrated United States History: from 1620 to Reconstruction  

6-8.SS.US.1 
Describe the ideas, experiences, and interactions that influenced the colonists’ 
decisions to declare independence, and determine which key principles of 
Catholic social teaching were considered in this decision. 

Describe what influenced decisions 
to declare independence/determine 
which Catholic social teaching were 
considered. 

6-8.SS.US.2 

Use the Declaration of Independence, including the grievances at the end of 
the document, to describe the role it played in expressing colonists’ views of 
government and their reasons for separating from Great Britain, and describe 
how this view of government considers the protection of human life and human 
dignity, the promotion of the common good, and the principle of subsidiarity. 

Describe the role of the Declaration 
of Independence. 

6-8.SS.US.3 
Describe the roles of African Americans, American Indians, women, France 
and other nations, and volunteers in the American Revolution. 

Describe various roles in the 
American Revolution. 

6-8.SS.US.4 

Describe the major factors that influenced the outcome of the American 
Revolution, including the use of the written word to stir public opinion, the 
military advantages of both sides, the geography of the colonies, and the role 
of major battles. 

Describe factors that influenced 
outcome of American Revolution. 

6-8.SS.US.5 
Explain the reasons for the adoption and subsequent failure of the Articles of 
Confederation, and identify economic, political, and cultural issues facing the 
nation during this period. 

Explain reasons for 
adoption/subsequent failure of 
Articles of Confederation. 
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6-8.SS.US.6 Describe the major issues debated at the Constitutional Convention. Describe major issues debated at 
Constitutional Convention. 

6-8.SS.US.7 

Explain how the Constitution resolved and compromised issues including the 
sharing, separating, and checking of power among federal government 
institutions, dual sovereignty, rights of individuals, the Electoral College, the 
Three-Fifths Compromise, and the Great Compromise. 

Explain how the Constitution 
resolved/compromised issues. 

6-8.SS.US.8 
Analyze the debates over the ratification of the Constitution from the 
perspectives of Federalists and Anti-Federalists, and describe how the states 
ratified the Constitution. 

Describe how the states ratified the 
Constitution. 

6-8.SS.US.9 
Explain how the Bill of Rights reflected the concept of limited government, 
protections of basic freedoms, the fear many Americans had of a strong central 
government, and a balance between solidarity and subsidiarity. 

Explain how the Bill of Rights 
reflected various aspects of this era. 

6-8.SS.US.10 

Trace the historical and philosophical origins of constitutional government in 
the United States, using the ideas of social compact, limited government, 
natural rights, right of revolution, separation of powers, bicameralism, 
republicanism, and popular participation in government. 

Trace historical/philosophical origins 
of constitutional govt in US. 

6-8.SS.US.11 
Analyze Washington’s Farewell Address to describe his perspective of the 
most significant challenges the new nation faced. 

Analyze Farewell Address of 
Washington. 

6-8.SS.US.12 
Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing 
the origins, intents, and purposes of treaties in the 1790s-1810s 

Analyze origins/intents/purposes of 
treaties in 1790s-1810s. 

6-8.SS.US.13 Describe the origins and intentions of early American political parties. Describe origins/intentions of early 
American political parties. 

6-8.SS.US.14 
Analyze Marbury v. Madison to explain the development of the power of the 
Supreme Court through the doctrine of judicial review. Analyze Marbury v. Madison. 
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6-8.SS.US.15 
Compare the social and economic systems of the Northeast, South, and 
Western Frontier with respect to the development of agriculture, industry, the 
labor force, transportation, immigration, race relations, and class relations. 

Compare social/economic systems 
of the Frontiers. 

6-8.SS.US.16 
Explain the expansion, conquest, and settlement of the West through the 
Louisiana Purchase, the removal of American Indians, the growth of a system 
of commercial agriculture, and the ideas of Manifest Destiny. 

Explain 
expansion/conquest/settlement of 
the West. 

6-8.SS.US.17 
Use evidence and Catholic social teachings to develop an argument about  
the consequences of territorial and economic expansion on American Indians 
and/or the institution of slavery. 

Develop argument about 
consequences of 
territorial/economic expansion on 
American Indians and/or institution 
of slavery. 

6-8.SS.US.18 
Explain the origins of Catholic education and public education in the United 
States. 

Explain origins of Catholic/public 
education in US. 

6-8.SS.US.19 
Describe the development of the abolitionist movement by considering the 
roles of key abolitionist leaders and the responses of others to the movement. 

Describe development of abolitionist 
movement. 

6-8.SS.US.20 
Describe the goals and effects of the antebellum reform movements in the era 
of 1820-1865 and how such movements addressed the key principles of 
Catholic social teaching. 

Describe goals/effects of antebellum 
reform movements. 

6-8.SS.US.21 
Describe the differences in the lives of free blacks, free whites, Asian 
Americans, Hispanic Americans, and enslaved peoples of the mid-1800s. 

Describe differences in lives of 
various groups of mid-1800s. 

6-8.SS.US.22 
Describe the role of the Northwest Ordinance and its effect on the banning of 
slavery. 

Describe role of Northwest 
Ordinance and its effect. 

6-8.SS.US.23 
Describe the roles of Calhoun, Webster, and Clay on the nature of the union 
among the states. 

Describe roles of 
Calhoun/Webster/Clay on nature of 
union among states. 
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6-8.SS.US.24 

Describe how the following increased sectional tensions in the United States: 
the Missouri Compromise, the Wilmot Proviso, the Compromise of 1850, the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act, Dred Scott v. Sanford decision, and the changes in the 
political party system. 

Describe what had increased 
sectional tensions in US. 

6-8.SS.US.25 
Describe how major issues debated at the Constitutional Convention help 
explain the Civil War. 

Describe how major issues debated 
at Constitutional Convention help 
explain Civil War. 

6-8.SS.US.26 Explain the reasons why Southern states seceded from the Union. Explain reasons why Southern 
states seceded from Union. 

6-8.SS.US.27 
Describe the resistance of enslaved people before and during the Civil War 
and the role of African Americans in the war. 

Describe role of African Americans 
in Civil War. 

6-8.SS.US.28 

Examine Abraham Lincoln’s presidency with respect to his military and political 
leadership, the evolution of his emancipation policy, and the role of his 
significant writings and speeches, including an analysis of the Gettysburg 
Address. 

Examine presidency of Abraham 
Lincoln. 

6-8.SS.US.29 

Use evidence to explain the reasons why the North won the Civil War, 
considering the critical events and battles of the war, the leadership of the 
North and South, and the respective advantages and disadvantages of both 
sides. 

Explain why the North won the Civil 
War. 

6-8.SS.US.30 
Describe how the Civil War affected combatants, civilians, the physical 
environment, and the future of warfare. 

Describe how Civil War affected 
combatants/civilians/physical 
environment/future of warfare. 

6-8.SS.US.31 
Use primary and secondary sources to describe the different positions leading 
into the Reconstruction of the South following the Civil War, as well as the 
actual consequences of the Reconstruction. 

Describe different positions leading 
into Reconstruction of the South 
and actual consequences of 
Reconstruction. 
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6-8.SS.US.32 

Describe the policies of the Freedman’s Bureau and the restrictions placed on 
the rights and opportunities of freedmen including racial segregation and Black 
Codes, and discuss how such policies and restrictions interfered with human 
dignity and the principle of solidarity. 

Describe policies of Freedmans 
Bureau. 

6-8.SS.US.33 
Describe the new role of African Americans in local, state, and federal 
government in the years after the Civil War and the resistance of Southern 
whites to this change, including the Ku Klux Klan. 

Describe new role of African 
Americans in govt in years after the 
Civil War and resistance of 
Southern whites to this change. 

6-8.SS.US.34 
Describe the intent and effect of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth 
Amendments to the Constitution. 

Describe intent/effect of 
13th/14th/15th Amendments. 
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Sixth through Eighth Grade Technology Curriculum Standards 
Students who demonstrate understanding of eighth grade technology are able to -- 

 

Empowered Learner 
Empowered Learner: ​Students leverage technology to take an active role in choosing, achieving and demonstrating 
competency in their learning goals, informed by the learning sciences. 

 
“Prudence is necessary in order clearly to see the implications—the potential for good and evil—in this new medium and to 

respond creatively to its challenges and opportunities” (The Church and Internet, 12) 

K-12.Tech.EL.A 
Articulate and set personal learning goals, develop strategies leveraging technology to achieve them and reflect on 
the learning process itself to improve learning outcomes. 

K-12.Tech.EL.B Build networks and customize their learning environments in ways that support the learning process. 

K-12.Tech.EL.C 
Use technology to seek feedback that informs and improves their practice and to demonstrate their learning in a 
variety of ways. 

K-12.Tech.EL.D 
Understand the fundamental concepts of technology operations, demonstrate the ability to choose, use and 
troubleshoot current technologies and are able to transfer their knowledge to explore emerging technologies. 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

6-8.Tech.EL.1 
Design projects that combine hardware and software 
components to collect and exchange data. 

Design projects to collect and exchange data. 

6-8.Tech.EL.2 
Systematically identify and fix problems with computing devices 
and their components. 

Systematically identify and fix problems. 

Digital Citizen 
Digital Citizen: ​Students recognize the rights, responsibilities and opportunities of living, learning and working in an 
interconnected digital world, and they act and model in ways that are safe, legal and ethical.  
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“Justice is needed, especially justice in working to close the digital divide—the gap between the information-rich and the 
information-poor in today's world. This requires a commitment to the international common good, no less than the ‘globalization of 

solidarity. 
 

Fortitude, courage, is necessary. This means standing up for truth in the face of religious and moral relativism, for altruism and 
generosity in the face of individualistic consumerism, for decency in the face of sensuality and sin” (The Church and Internet, 12).  

K-12.Tech.DC.A 
Cultivate and manage their digital identity and reputation and are aware of the permanence of their actions in the 
digital world. 

K-12.Tech.DC.B 
Engage in positive, safe, legal and ethical behavior when using technology, including social interactions online or 
when using networked devices. 

K-12.Tech.DC.C 
Demonstrate an understanding of and respect for the rights and obligations of using and sharing intellectual 
property. 

K-12.Tech.DC.D 
Manage their personal data to maintain digital privacy and security and are aware of data-collection technology 
used to track their navigation online. 

K-12.Tech.DC.E 
Plan and employ effective research strategies to locate information and other resources for their intellectual or 
creative pursuits. 

K-12.Tech.DC.F Evaluate the accuracy, perspective, credibility and relevance of information, media, data or other resources. 

K-12.Tech.DC.G 
Curate information from digital resources using a variety of tools and methods to create collections of artifacts that 
demonstrate meaningful connections or conclusions. 

K-12.Tech.DC.H 
Build knowledge by actively exploring real-world issues and problems, developing ideas and theories and pursuing 
answers and solutions. 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

6-8.Tech.DC.1 
Apply multiple methods of encryption to model the secure 
transmission of information. 

Model the secure transmission of information. 

6-8.Tech.DC.2 
Manage personal data and accounts to maintain digital privacy 
and security while practicing virtuous behavior.  

Manage personal data to maintain digital 
privacy/security. 
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6-8.Tech.DC.3 
Build awareness of data-collection technology used to track 
people’s navigation online. 

Build awareness of data-collection technology. 

6-8.Tech.DC.4 
Use public domain or creative commons media, and refrain from 
copying or using material created by others without permission. 

Use public domain or creative commons media. 

Innovative Designer 
Innovative Designer:​ Students use a variety of technologies within a design process to identify and solve problems by 
creating new, useful or imaginative solutions.  

 
“It is important, too, that people at all levels of the Church use the Internet creatively to meet their responsibilities and help fulfill the 

Church's mission” ( The Church and Internet, 10). 

K-12.Tech.ID.A 
Know and use a deliberate design process for generating ideas, testing theories, creating innovative artifacts or 
solving authentic problems. 

K-12.Tech.ID.B 
Select and use digital tools to plan and manage a design process that considers design constraints and calculated 
risks. 

K-12.Tech.ID.C Develop, test and refine prototypes as part of a cyclical design process. 

K-12.Tech.ID.D Exhibit a tolerance for ambiguity, perseverance and the capacity to work with open-ended problems. 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

6-8.Tech.ID.1 Represent data using multiple encoding schemes. Represent data using multiple encoding schemes. 

6-8.Tech.ID.2 
Collect data using computational tools and transform the data to 
make it more useful and reliable. 

Collect data using computational tools. 

6-8.Tech.ID.3 
Refine computational models based on the data they have 
generated. 

Refine computational models. 

Computational Thinker 
Computational Thinker: ​Students develop and employ strategies for understanding and solving problems in ways that 
leverage the power of technological methods to develop and test solutions.  
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“And temperance is needed—a self-disciplined approach to this remarkable technological instrument, the Internet, so as to use it 
wisely and only for good” (The Church and Internet, 12). 

K-12.Tech.CT.A 
Formulate problem definitions suited for technology-assisted methods such as data analysis, abstract models and 
algorithmic thinking in exploring and finding solutions. 

K-12.Tech.CT.B 
Collect data or identify relevant data sets, use digital tools to analyze them, and represent data in various ways to 
facilitate problem-solving and decision-making. 

K-12.Tech.CT.C 
Break problems into component parts, extract key information, and develop descriptive models to understand 
complex systems or facilitate problem-solving. 

K-12.Tech.CT.D 
Understand how automation works and use algorithmic thinking to develop a sequence of steps to create and test 
automated solutions. 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

6-8.Tech.CT.1 
Use flowcharts and/or pseudocode to address complex 
problems as algorithms. 

Use flowcharts and/or pseudocode. 

6-8.Tech.CT.2 
Design and iteratively develop programs that combine control 
structures, including nested loops and compound conditionals. 

Design and develop programs. 

6-8.Tech.CT.3 
Develop a sequence of steps to create and test automated 
solutions, in order to explore the use of automation and use 
algorithmic thinking. 

Develop a sequence of steps to create and test 
automated solutions. 

6-8.Tech.CT.4 
Decompose problems and subproblems into parts to facilitate 
the design, implementation, and review of programs. 

Decompose problems and subproblems into parts. 

Global Communicator 
Global Communicator:​ Students use digital tools to broaden their perspectives and enrich their learning by collaborating 
with others and working effectively in teams locally and globally.  Students communicate clearly and express themselves 
creatively for a variety of purposes using the platforms, tools, styles, formats and digital media appropriate to their goals. 

 

Diocese of Grand Rapids, Office of Catholic Schools v 9/2020 
 



 
62 

The Church has a two-fold aim in regard to the media. One aspect is to encourage their right development and right use for the 
sake of human development, justice, and peace—for the upbuilding of society at the local, national, and community levels in light of 

the common good and in a spirit of solidarity” (Church and the Internet, 3). 

K-12.Tech.GC.A 
Use digital tools to connect with learners from a variety of backgrounds and cultures, engaging with them in ways 
that broaden mutual understanding and learning. 

K-12.Tech.GC.B 
Use collaborative technologies to work with others, including peers, experts or community members, to examine 
issues and problems from multiple viewpoints. 

K-12.Tech.GC.C 
Contribute constructively to project teams, assuming various roles and responsibilities to work effectively toward a 
common goal. 

K-12.Tech.GC.D Explore local and global issues and use collaborative technologies to work with others to investigate solutions. 

K-12.Tech.GC.E Choose the appropriate platforms and tools for meeting the desired objectives of their creation or communication. 

K-12.Tech.GC.F Create original works or responsibly repurpose or remix digital resources into new creations. 

K-12.Tech.GC.
G 

Communicate complex ideas clearly and effectively by creating or using a variety of digital objects such as 
visualizations, models or simulations. 

K-12.Tech.GC.H Publish or present content that customizes the message and medium for their intended audiences. 
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Sixth through Eighth Grade World Language Curriculum Standards 

Students who demonstrate understanding of eighth grade world language are able to -- 
 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

6-8.WL.1 

Engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions in the target language. 
 
Students will demonstrate affability, courtesy, and kindness while conversing in 
the target language. 

Engage in conversations, 
provide/obtain information, 
express emotions, exchange 
opinions. 

6-8.WL.2 

Understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 
 
Students will demonstrate docility in their willingness to reach beyond their 
personal cultures to explore the languages of the world. 

Understand/interpret 
written/spoken language on variety 
of topics. 

6-8.WL.3 

Present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers 
on a variety of topics using grade level vocabulary in the target language. 
 
Students will demonstrate humility as they present in the target language, as 
well as magnificence in recognizing the potential of evangelizing in more than 
one language. 

Present 
information/concepts/ideas to 
audiences using grade level 
vocabulary. 

6-8.WL.4 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the cultures of the world 
language and recognize the distinctive viewpoints of those within the cultures. 
 
With sincerity and respect, students will demonstrate responsibility in learning 
about the various cultures of the target language. 

Demonstrate 
knowledge/understanding of 
cultures and recognize distinctive 
viewpoints of those within the 
cultures. 

6-8.WL.5 
Use comparison to develop insight into the nature of language and culture. 
 
Students will show perseverance in making careful comparisons for analysis. 

Use comparison to develop insight 
into nature of language/culture.  

Diocese of Grand Rapids, Office of Catholic Schools v 9/2020 
 



 
64 

6-8.WL.6 

Use the target language within the classroom and with a broader community. 
 
The Church is catholic because she has been sent out by Christ on a mission 
to the whole of the human race, and so students will demonstrate the 
magnificence and magnanimity necessary to use the target language to 
evangelize and be the light of Christ in the world. 

Use target language in 
classroom/broader community. 

6-8.WL.7 

Reinforce and obtain knowledge of other disciplines through the target 
language. 
 
Students will demonstrate patience and perseverance in learning content in the 
target language. 

Reinforce/obtain knowledge of 
other disciplines through target 
language. 
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Sixth through Eighth Grade Music Curriculum Standards 
Students who demonstrate understanding of grade level music are able to -- 
 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

6-8.M.1 

Perform with expression and technical accuracy. 
 
Students will demonstrate gratitude for God’s gift of music with “shouts of joy” through 
various forms of song. 

Perform with expression/technical 
accuracy. 

6-8.M.2 

Read, notate, and perform rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic patterns. 
 
Students will demonstrate the patience and perseverance necessary to engage with 
detailed patterns. 

Read/notate/perform rhythmic, 
melodic, harmonic patterns. 

6-8.M.3 

Compose music through a variety of experiences. 
 
Students will demonstrate prayerfulness, patriotism, and playfulness in the creation 
and performance of music.. 

Compose music. 

6-8.M.4 

Describe and evaluate performances using music terminology. 
 
Students will demonstrate respect for and responsibility to the complexity of music 
terminology. 

Describe/evaluate performances 
using music terminology. 

6-8.M.5 

Participate at a level that accurately reflects personal ability. 
 
Students will demonstrate gratitude for the ability of participating in music, knowing that 
music is a gift from God. 

Participate at level that accurately 
reflects personal ability. 

6-8.M.6 
Investigate music sounds, forms, styles and genres through a variety of experiences. 
 
Students will demonstrate industriousness in learning the various attributes of music. 

Investigate 
sounds/forms/styles/genres 
through variety of experiences. 

6-8.M.7 
Investigate the role of music in society. 
 
Students will recognize the beauty, truth, and goodness of music in society. 

Investigate role of music in society. 
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6-8.M.8 

Describe the formal characteristics of a piece of music. 
 
Students will demonstrate perseverance and obedience at the task of understanding 
the detailed characteristics of music. 

Describe formal characteristics of 
piece of music. 

6-8.M.9 

Identify and compare how music affects its audience. 
 
Students will demonstrate circumspection and foresight while exploring the connection 
between music and its audience. 

Identify/compare how music 
affects audience. 
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Sixth through Eighth Grade Art Curriculum Standards 

Students who demonstrate understanding of grade-level art are able to -- 
 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

6-8.A.1 

Discuss the beauty and purpose of art in the world. 
 
Students will demonstrate the ability to seek God’s beauty, truth, and goodness in 
visual arts. 

Discuss beauty/purpose of art in 
the world. 

6-8.A.2 

Demonstrate self-expression of ideas and emotions through the creation of art. 
 
Students will demonstrate gratitude for God’s gift of art, through which we celebrate 
beauty, truth, and goodness. 

Demonstrate self-expression of 
ideas/emotions through creation of 
art. 

6-8.A.3 

Critique art using the elements of art and principles of design. 
 
In the discussion of art, students will demonstrate respect for art’s various forms and 
responsibility to share sincere and courteous response to art’s creation. 

● Critique one’s own art 
● Identify an artist’s techniques and style 
● Discuss art in reflection of its historical period 

Critique art using elements of art 
and principles of design. 

6-8.A.4 
Create art for a variety of intentions and audiences. 
 
Students will demonstrate both prayerfulness and patriotism in the creation of art. 

Create art for variety of 
intentions/audiences. 

6-8.A.5 

Use art terminology appropriate to grade level. 
 
Students will demonstrate respect for and responsibility to the complexity of art 
terminology. 

Use art terminology. 

6-8.A.6 
Create art at a level that accurately reflects personal ability. 
 
Students will demonstrate humility by knowing that artistic ability is a gift from God. 

Create art at level that accurately 
reflects personal ability. 
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6-8.A.7 

Discuss artistic choices made in the creation of art. 
 
Students will demonstrate honest reflection of one’s own artistic creation and the art of 
others. 

Discuss artistic choices. 
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Sixth through Eighth Grade Physical Education Curriculum Standards 
Students who demonstrate understanding of grade-level Physical Education are able to -- 
 

 Full Standard Report Card Wording 

6-8.PE.1 

Demonstrate competency in a variety of motor skills and movement patterns. 
 
Students will demonstrate humility by knowing that good health is a gift from God that 
is to be nurtured, and students will demonstrate responsibility by recognizing the body 
as a temple of God. 

Use variety of motor 
skills/movement patterns. 

6-8.PE.2 

Apply knowledge of concepts, principles, strategies, and tactics related to movement 
and performance. 
 
Students will demonstrate docility and circumspection while applying knowledge to 
one’s physical health. 

Apply knowledge of 
concepts/strategies to 
movement/performance. 

6-8.PE.3 

Demonstrate knowledge and skills to achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of 
physical activity and fitness. 
 
Students will understand that their own general health is a reflection of good judgment, 
self-control and moderation. 

Demonstrate knowledge/skills to 
achieve/maintain physical 
activity/fitness. 

6-8.PE.4 

Exhibit responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others. 
 
Students will demonstrate respect, modesty, self-control, and sound judgment for self 
and while working with others. 

Exhibit responsible personal/social 
behavior that respects self/others. 

6-8.PE.5 

Recognize the value of physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, 
self-expression and social interaction. 
 
Students will demonstrate gratitude for God’s gift of physical health, and will 
demonstrate the importance our health brings to our vocations in society. 

Recognize value of physical 
activity. 

6-8.PE.6 
Demonstrate the ability to use goal-setting skills to enhance health. 
 
Students will use foresight when making health decisions and setting goals, and use 

Use goal-setting skills to enhance 
health. 
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perseverance while carrying out the goals. 

6-8.PE.7 

Comprehend concepts related to health promotion and disease prevention. 
 
Students will demonstrate gratitude for God’s gift of physical health by demonstrating 
responsibility, self-control, and moderation. 

Comprehend concepts of health 
promotion/disease prevention. 

6-8.PE.8 

Analyze the influence of family, peers, culture, media, technology, and other factors on 
health behaviors. 
 
Students will exercise prudence in decision making with regard to outside influences 
that impact personal health and well-being. 

Analyze influences on health 
behaviors. 

6-8.PE.9 

Demonstrate the ability to advocate for personal, family, and community health. 
 
Students will use sincerity and authenticity while using their voices and knowledge to 
benefit society. 

Advocate for personal, family, 
community health. 

 

Diocese of Grand Rapids, Office of Catholic Schools v 9/2020 
 


	Theology Curriculum Framework for website 9.10.20
	6th-8th Grade Curriculum Standards DOGR (2)

